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Comimnunicacions. 


Revelation accordant with Reason. 





Paganism in ancient and modern 
times, is equally calculated to en- 
hance the guilt, and multiply the 
miseries of men. Mahometanism, 
though grafted upon revelation, is 
a monstrous corruption, evidently 
aiming at political , and 
the debasement of the human mind. 
The philosophy of Zeno had little 
influence upon the world; and that 
of Epicurus rendered its votaries 
addicted to the vilest practices. 
The schemes of modern infidelity 
have derived their lustre from light 
purloined from the gospel ; they are, 
in all their forms, the offspring of 
prejudice and pride, and exist by 
excluding the truth. 

Having the idea of God, our rea- 
son can establish the truth of his 
existence, ascertain many of his 
perfections, natural and moral, dis- 
cern our dependance on and obliga- 
tions to him, and discover outlines 
of his law, or rules of moral con- 
duct, which we ought to pursue. 
Those, who are not able to think, or 
speak clearly of the nature of vir- 
tue, and the origin of vice, can ne- 
vertheless distinguish right from 
wrong, and feel a sense or con- 
sciousness of guilt, as well as infer 
from their miseries, a state of oppo- 
sition to the Creator. In apostasy, 
it 1s fit we should be separated from 
holy and happy beings, and deprived 
of the sensible presence of the per- 
fectly pure and holy God. 
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The degradation of an innocent 
creature implies losses which are 
immense. Immured in the dark 
prison of the body, we are excluded 
from intercourse with separate spi- 
rits, and justly treated as convicts, 
banished from the presence of the 
Judge. Repentance and faith are at 
best an imperfect righteousness, and 
accompanied by propensities to sin, 
which deserve misery and death. 

Against death, the probable evi- 
dence of immortality affords, to 
mere human reason, very slight 
grounds of comfert. Without a 
hereafter, man is indeed a mystery; 


justice has failed; the idea of a fu- 


ture life a tantalizing evil; the fa- 
culties of the human mind are miss 
placed and useless. Yet immor- 
tality admitted, a future state, with- 
out a revelation, must fill the mind 
with fearful apprehensions. For al- 
though justice requires a distinction 
to be made between characters, yet 
the universality of guilt, and the 
strictness of the claims of justice, 
seem to exclude hope. 

Reason admits, that he who form- 
ed the mind, can reveal himself to 
it; and that he may, if he chooses, 
remove our uncertainties and fears. 
The goodness of the Creator,evinced 
by our present comforts, and even 
the miseries of man warrant some 
expectation, that he would do this. 
The books, which claim the charac- 
ter of a revelation, receive the full- 
est support from the history of past 
ages, the manners and languages of 
the nations. The simplicity of their 


unadorned narratives, their impar- 
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liality, their purity, and tendency 
to promote holiness, the accomplish- 
ment of their prophecies, the mira- 
cles which they have recorded, their 
influence upon the hearts, lives and 
hopes of men, all lead to the duty 
of giving them a strict and fair ex- 
amination. When we explore by 
candid and diligent investigation 
their real meaning, they give those 
views both of God and man, which 
our reason must approve, and which 
neither the writers of those books, 
had they been left to themselves, 
nor any other set of men, would 
have been able to have furnished. 
Whilst they represent true religion, 
the same thing in every period of 
the world, they also exhibit it in the 
different forms, which divine wis- 
dom had adapted to the times and 
ignorance of the respective ages. A 
pompous worship was long in use, 
the rites of which being but the 
images of good things to come, 
were superseded by the presence 
of the things themselves ; and when 
the whole plan of salvation had 
been opened, the same worship of 
the heart, which had always been 
demanded, was required also as the 
religion of the gospel. We are now 
taught, that salvation is from the 
mercy of God in Christ, and that 
none are saved, unless made meet 
for heaven. The gospel exhibits 
the pardon of sin, without which 
we could have no hope; and pro- 
mises the aids of the Spirit, which, 
though sovereign and gratuitous, are 
all important to us in the work of 
opposing our own corruptions. ‘The 
doctrines of the resurrection, and 
the judgment, excite the languish- 
ing energies of the feeble saint, ani- 
mate to further efforts, and fire his 
zeal. ‘That the work of judgment 
should be committed to him, who 
bore our likeness and obeyed for 
us; that he who assumed the work 
of a Redeemer should possess the 
divine nature, and be thus able to 
procure for his people eternal life, 
is highly consolatory to the humble 


disciple. That there might be full | 








reliance upon him, the earliest inti. 
mations were given of him. Pro- 
phecies of his family, the time and 
circumstances of his advent, the 
particulars of his birth, life, death, 
resurrection and ascension, had 
been given and were fulfilled. His 
resurrection has been confirmed by 
numerous and credible witnesses. 
His doctrines have had the effects, 
which he foretold. And the oppo- 
sition to them has been such, as he 
described. The poverty, obscurity, 
and want of education in his disci- 
ples; the prevalence of the truth 
against the wisdom, learning, power 
and malice of the world; and the 
influence of their doctrines and 
manners upon the nations, all show 
that this salvation was of God. 
Truth requires neither artifice nor 
violence to support it; but spiri- 
tual truth, though shown by the 
strongest evidence, is nevertheless 
effectually resisted by the heart of 
man, until changed, in some un- 
known manner, by the same Power 
by which it was at first created. 
The gospel exhibits at the same 
time the indefectible rectitude, and 
astonishing mercy of the divine cha- 
racter, and their reconciliation, in 
the redemption of guilty man ; 
evincing, to the surprise of angelic 
natures, that God can maintain his 
justice, support the dignity of his 
government, and yet save the guilty 
believer. It discovers full scope to 
have been given to moral agency, 
and that nevertheless all the glor 
of man’s salvation belongs to God. 
It breathes peace, promotes the love 
of God and man, casts a light upon 
the path of life, and gives a solid 
ground of hope, opening to our view 
an eternity of happiness, and ren- 
dering even death itself a victory. 
J. P. Witson. 





On proclaiming and hearing the 
Gospel. 
A religion without moral purity, 
can neither please the righteous Go- 
vernor of the universe, nor secure 
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any lasting benefit to the worship- 
per. His laws are spiritual, and re- 
quire no duties, but such as are from 
proper motives and to proper ends ; 
without faith it is impossible to 
please God. 

To persuade men, that they can 
be saved, either for their works, or 
faith, is to reject the only sacrifice 
for sin. To teach, that men can be 
saved, either without works, or faith, 
is equally an error, if there be a ca- 
pacity of, and an opportunity for 
them. Men are not to be advised 
to amend their ways as a prepara- 
tion for faith; their duty is nothing 
short of coming immediately to 
Christ. To tell men, that because 
they are unable to believe, they 
must perform duties in hope of 
vrace, is to offer them an excuse 
tor unbelief, and to misrepresent 
their want of inclination, as physi- 
cal, not moral. To encourage men 
to improve common, that they may 
obtain special assistance from the 
Holy Spirit, is to exhort them to 
ser for life, and so to attach me- 
rit to their works, as to admit boast- 
ing; whereas the true principle of 
obedience should be love to God, 
and the chief motive an aim at his 
glory. Every duty should be spi- 
ritual, for without the heart, it has 
lost its character. Men are to be 
enjoined to do whatever is com- 
manded, not only with sincerity, 
humility, and dependance upon God 
for his grace, but all this from a de- 
sire of moral rectitude, and a sub- 
mission to his preceptive will. The 
very prayer for grace, when such as 
it should be, is the exercise of grace, 
und thus ensures its own answer of 
peace. 

_ The offer of salvation by Christ 
is not to be restricted to the chosen, 
but the invitation is to be made to 
all, even the vilest, true repentance 
being not in order of time, though 
in order of nature, antecedent to be- 
lieving. Wherever there is true 
faith, there are also fruits of repen- 
tance. It is faith, not the offer, that 
secures an interest in Christ. And 
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every one, who thus receives him, 
will be saved. A persuasion that 
Christ is ours, is not a saving faith ; 
it may be a fruit of it, or it may be 
self deception. Faith is an assent 
to truth; and if saving, a consent to 
spiritual good, with a dependance 
upon Christ; whether accompanied 
or not by an assurance of accept- 
ance. It must exist before it is 
seen: “Examine yourselves, whe- 
ther ye be in the faith.” 

The gospel is not to be proclaim- 
ed without the law, nor the law an- 
nounced without the gospel. No 
one will effectually apply to the Sa- 
viour, until he has discovered his 
need of him: this the law exhibits ; 
its justice, spirituality and exten- 
siveness, when seen, evince man’s 
guilt and impotency. ‘The written 
precepts are important to the saint. 
also, to discover his duty and de- 
fects, and to lead him to humility. 
But to prescribe the law as a rule 
of duty to the unregenerate, and to 
encourage them to obey it, either 
for life, or to extenuate their guilt, 
is to wave repentance, and encour- 
age sin. 

Allurements and terrors have 
been thought to create a moral ne- 
cessity and to destroy liberty. But 
the party still chooses, and is there- 
fore free; nevertheless, an action 
arising either from mere terror, or 
the expectation only of advantage, 
has no merit init. It may be good, if 
the hope and fear precede, or be con- 
comitant unto, the love of holiness. 
Appeals to the affections of the un- 
regenerate are therefore proper, as 
well as scriptural, and suited to the 
condition of human nature. They 
may even exhibit the mercy of God, 
who directs them, as a father, for 
our good. 

The love of God which respects 
our own advantage alone, and not 
his moral excellence, may spring 
from a false persuasion, and have 
nothing spiritual in it. There may 
be a desire of holiness, and many 
and long prayers for regenerating 
grace, where happiness, not holi- 


jr ee re Seemed 
Se ee “ = 


8 On proclaiming and hearing the Gospel. 


ness, nor the glory of God, is de- 
sired. There is a fitness and ten- 
dency in prayer, and other duties, 
to produce right dispositions; yet 
whenever the mind is so disposed, 
the glory belongs to grace, because 
man is naturally and prevailingly 
evil. But to suppose man is not 
obliged to holy duties, unless grace 
be given, is a monstrous perversion 
of the gospel, exculpation of man, 
and impeachment of divine justice: 
to ascribe holiness to man, in exclu- 
sion of the special influences of the 
divine spirit, is equally an error; 
for it is a denial of natural corrup- 
tion, an idolatrous exaltation of the 
creature, and an invasion of the 
glory, which belongs to God only. 
That persuasion of our own rec- 
titude, which offers the apology of 
our sincerity, will not justify error, 
where the means exist of better in- 
formation. For it supposes an ho- 
nest and impartial inquiry, which is 
never, in such case, the fact. It 
also supposes, that sufficient means 
of discriminating truth from false- 
hood have not been afforded. This 
doctrine will justify the vilest and 
hardiest sinners, in their absurd 
claims of innocence, whilst those of 
more tender consciences, and great- 
er fears of offending, will be, for 
these reasons, adjudged guilty. To 
account the want of a heart to offer 
right worship, a calamity rather 
than a crime, is to make the law 
and gospel void, both demanding 
spiritual worship. It is to justify 
the wicked in their opposition, and 
to encourage them in disobedience, 
because they choose it. It is to say, 
that unbelief is no crime, where 
man’s prejudices exclude the truth ; 
and that a rejection of every thing 
spiritual in Christianity is allow- 
able, if the doctrines be too holy for 
the carnal heart. But neither doc- 
trines, worship, nor obedience, can 
be deemed religion, where there is 
not an entire resignation to the di- 
vine will; “ Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do??? Without this, 


there has been no submission to the 
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cross of Christ. Many are prepared 
to acknowledge their guilt by na- 
ture and practice, both in prayer 
and conversation, who have never 
felt the burden of sin, and are very 
comfortable in the use of means, 
trusting, as they think, to the mercy 
of God. -Such are rarely, if ever, 
brought into the fold of Christ, 
whilst this hope continues. But 
when they consider themselves lost, 
that is the happy time, when the 
promise is fulfilled of the Holy Spi- 
rit, “ to convince them of sin.’’ 

Few in our churches avow a de- 
pendance upon the rectitude of 
their intentions and conduct; the 
discern, that, “by the deeds of the 
law, no flesh can be justified.” As 
this hope when entertained, is with- 
out the claim of an interest in Christ, 
so is it without a conformity unto 
his image. ‘To claim as an excuse, 
the want of grace, is not only to sup- 
pose the innocence of the unbeliever, 
it is to assume that grace is not gra- 
tuitous, but debt. 

When the word and ordinances 
produce respectful attention, or 
please the hearers, without awaken- 
ing a desire of salvation, or a fear 
of final condemnation: when we 
worship from week to week with- 
out knowing any more of ourselves, 
or possessing any anxiety about re- 
ligion, there is something wrong; ; 
false peace, or an insensibility to 
the motives addressed by the gos- 

el. The worship and ordinances, 
which are attended without any sen- 
sible effect, leaving men still asleep 
in dangerous security, miss their de- 
sign. But if they awaken the con- 
science, render guilt more conspi- 
cuous, and sin more odious, if they 
preduce efficient resolutions, of 
taking up the cross, and despising 
the vanities of this world, they be- 
come really advantageous. 

Worship on earth is often a faint 
representation of heaven. In both, 
but in different degrees, there is a 
vision of Christ; in the one by faith, 
in the other, face to face. ‘The true 
worshipper, in each, bears a resent- 
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blance of the moral image of his Sa- 
viour. In both, the world is left out 
of sight. On earth, the worshipper 
abandons every other plea, but that 
of Christ’s righteousness; in hea- 
ven, he gives him all the glory of 
his salvation, and casts his crown 
at his feet. On earth, the saint en- 
ters into rest, and has peace; a few 
weep all along the road to the hea- 
venly Canaan. But in heaven, all 
is peace and joy, without tempta- 
tion or interruption. 

The confidence of their own safe- 
ty, which some persons of defective 
character possess, who are evident- 
ly self deceived, possessing no more 
than a natural love of God, gives 
much encouragement to the impe- 
nitent. Even the desirable expe- 
rience of others, whose change is 
the more discernible, because they 
have been reclaimed from extremes 
of sin, and sometimes also the false 
raptures of enthusiasm, produce an 
imputation of superstition ; and thus 
prevent the investigation of the 
truth. There are many whose faith 
is weak, love languid, joy not great, 
comforts few; who experience dul- 
ness in duties, and barrenness in 
prayer; who come to the commu- 
Hion, merely because afraid to ab- 
stain, and aa daily doubt, whether 
they have been renewed and justi- 
fied. Yet there may be something 
of the savour of spiritual things in 
them, and a determination, if they 
must perish, that it shall be in seek- 


ing Christ. 


This undesirable state of weak- 
ness, which is neither remarkable 
for keen distress, nor exulting joys, 
may nevertheless, be upon the whole 
conducive to vigilance, and progres- 
sive in holiness. Those who are thus 
sensible of their imbecility, are often 
alert to exclude the usual encour- 
agements and consolations of the 
gospel, and to decide against them- 
selves, Nevertheless, where there 
is such a sense of unworthiness; 
where even the feebleness of hope 
produces an accession of humility, 


and leads to a closer walk: or where | 
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the mere probability of arriving at 
the possession of a saving interest 
in Christ, animates to seek more 
purity of heart, and a nearer ap- 
proach to God, there may be room 
to conclude, that the work is a sav- 
ing one, which is begun in the soul, 
and that the individual will at length 
arrive at the haven of eternal rest. 
When the love of public ordi- 
nances, and practice of other reli- 
gious duties, with patience, perse- 
verance, and resignation unto the 
divine will, are progressively ad- 
vancing, and the mind becomes 
more weaned from the world, and 
fixed on heavenly objects ; the proofs 
of justification, and acceptance, are 
such, that the timid believer ma 
venture down into the shadowy an 4 
ley, and not fear to find, beyond the 
Jordan, the promised inheritance of 
ceaseless joys. J. P. Witson. 





On the Importance and Practical 
Influence of Revealed Truth. 


Truth is asacred thing. By ma- 
ny, however, it is treated in a way 
by no means suited to its nature 
and importance., Some regard it 
with indifference, deeming the ac- 
quisition not worthy of any pains : 


' others deny or doubt its practical 


influence: while others feel dis- 
posed to call in question the prat- 
ticability of obtaining the know- 
ledge of, it. 

We do not intend to take any 
notice of those ancient philoso- 
phers, who abandoned themselves 
to universal skepticism, and con- 
founded all distinction between 
truth and error. Few perhaps can be 
found in the present day who feel 
inclined to become disciples of 
Pyrrho, so far as to reject the truths 
of mathematical and natural sci- 
ence. But they are not few who 
wantonly indulge a skeptical turn 
in regard to moral truth. Yet mo- 
ral truth rests upon as firm a basis, 
as mathematical or natural truth. 
The evidence by which it is proved, 
when fairly presented and dulv ex- 
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amined, carries conviction to the 
human mind, as well as the demon- 
strations of Euclid, or the facts 
collected to support some general 
principle in natural philosophy. 

The truths belonging to these se- 
veral classes, differing from each 
other in their nature, require of 
course for their establishment dif- 
ferent processes of reasoning: but 
it were irrational to imagine, that 
the great Author of our being had 
left unsupported by suitable evi- 
dence moral truth, which so inti- 
mately concerns us as intelligent 
and accountable creatures, both 
here and hereafter; while he has so 
constructed the human ming, and 
so framed the material worid, that 
the other kinds of truth are sup- 
ported by the clearest and most sa- 
tisfactory evidence. The proofs 
connected with the former class are 
sufficiently plain and strong to 
answer the purposes of his moral 
government, and to render inexcu- 
sable those who neither receive nor 
seek after the truth. Criminal 
neglect of the means of informa- 
tion and aversion of heart to the 
truth, will be found at the bottom of 
that ignorance by which so many 
immortal souls are ruined. He who 
knew all the secrets of fallen man, 
and all the hidden springs of hie 
action, has traced this matter to its 
proper source, in that solemn affir- 
mation so repr oachful to human na- 
ture: “This is the condemnation, 
that light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than 
hight, because their deeds were 
evil.” John ni. 19. 

It would demand too wide a com- 
pass of discussion to meet the infi- 
del skeptic on the proper ground, 
and prove the attainment of moral 
truth to be practicable, by demon- 
strating the fact, that God our Cre- 
ator haa bledsed the world with a 
revelation comprising a discovery 
of all that is necessary to be be- 
lieved and done in order to salva- 
tion. We design by the subsequent 
remarks to endeavour te remove 
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wrong impressions that may have 
been made on the minds of indi- 
viduals who yield to us the fact 
that we do possess a divine revela- 
tion. Such there are, who, although 
they subscribe to the claims of the 
Bible to a heavenly origin, yet 
seem to imagine the revelation of 
God to have been made in such a 


manner, that the knowledge of its 
contents is an attainment, if not 


wholly impracticable, yet attended 
with almost insurmountable diffi - 
culties. In the beliet of this no- 
tion they are confirmed by a view 
of the Christin:. worid. They see 

chur 8 Opposing another church; 
one cla iss of divines contending with 
another class ; 
doctrines prevailing i in a particular 
denomination of Christians, and 
then after the lapse of some time 
avery different system gaining the 
ascendant in that same “denomina- 
tion: and yet all professing to de- 
rive their faith from the same in- 
spired book. Hence they are led 


to conclude, that the attainment of 


truth must be very uncertain; and 
that the laborious search demanded 
in making it, not being likely to be 
rewarded | by success, should not be 
attempted. 

These are delusive and dan- 
gerous impressions. If we ascribe 
them to the want of information, 
it ought not to be forgotten that 
this deficiency may be ‘traced to a 
secret aversion from the truth that 
has prevented due inquiry. Let 
such individuals look more closely 
to the state of Christendom, and 
they will find that all who deserve 
the name of sincere followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in all churches 
meriting the name of a Christian 
church, are more united in their 
faith than they imagine ; that all 


such disciples agree in the belief of 


the fundamental doctrines of our 
holy religion, however divided on 
points of minor importance, and in 
respect to the principles of church 
government. Some indeed who as- 


sume to themselves the name of 


now one system of 
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Christians, reject what all other 
professing Christians regard as es- 
sential to the system of divine re- 
velation: but by this criminal re- 
jection of essential doctrines of 


the gospel, they cut themselves off 


from the visible church, and become 
nothing more than deists, with a 
Christian name. Of such we do not 
speak, but of sincere Christians of 
all other denominations: and we 
assert that they do agree in main- 
taining the unity and 1 trinity of the 
Godhead, the deity and mediato- 
rial character of Jesus Christ. They 
do believe that man was at first 
created in a pure, holy and happy 
state; that he fell from it by his 
own wilful transgression ; that man- 
kind have, in consequence of the 
aposiacy of Adam, been involved in 

a state of sin and misery; that we 
can be justified only through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ; that 
it is necessary to be regenerated 
and sanctified by the operations of 
the spirit of Ged, in order to be 
qualified for the holy employments 
and enjoyments of heaven; that 
good works, though not meritorious, 
vet are indispensable i in the life of 
every true Christian; that there is 
a future state of rewards and pun- 
ishments. ’ 

Now in the belief of these doc- 
trines, and others that might. be 
mentioned, all sincere disciples of 
Christ throughout the world are 
agreed: and whoever believes these 
doctrines with the heart, shall be 
saved. Christians, it must be con- 
fessed, are lamentably divided in 
sentiments; but they are not so 
greatly sundered apart in this re- 
spect as many suppose, and others 
would wish the world to believe. 
In all fundamental and essential 
doctrines they are united. They 
have one faith, as they have one 
Lord to rule over them, one Spirit 
to teach them, and one hope to 
cheer and animate them in their 
Christian course. 

Such unity of faith among true 
Christians, we might anticipate 
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from the very design of a di- 
vine revelation. U nqtstionably it 
was given for the instruction of 
mankind; and surely it would be 
unreasonable to suppose that its 
fundamental doctrines were deli- 
vered in a manner so obscure, that 
those who, with humble, teachable 
and prayerful minds, sought to be- 
come acquainted with them, could 
not discover them with sufficient 
clearness to produce a general har- 
mony of faith. This would be a 
reflection both on the wisdom and 
goodness of that merciful Being, 
who has vouchsafed his light and 
instruction to our benighted and ig- 
norant world. We open the Bible, 
and rejoice to find there is no ground 
for sucha reflection. Its pagesare 
luminous. Its great doctrines are 
delivered with much perspicuity. 
Any man of candour, not blinded 
by preconceived notions, and wil- 
ling to learn the truth, may, with 
proper diligence, and in the use of 
those helps which God has provided, 
acquire a knowledge of the great 
and leading doctrines of the g0S- 
pel, and, by a divine blessing sought 
with earnest prayer, may become 
wise unto salvation. 

The attainment of revealed truth 
is then practicable: and as it may 
be gained, so the acquisition is im- 
portant on account of 1ts PRACTICAL 
INFLUENCE. | 

With many it is a favourite max- 
im, “ No matter what a man’s creed 
is, provided his life be good.” It is 
possible to put on this maxim a con- 
struction that will render its mean- 
ing less mischievous. It might be 
interpreted to signify that it is not 
important what may be the senti- 
ments of a man on certain contro- 
verted points of subordinate conse- 
quence, provided his conduct be 
such as becomes the gospel of Christ. 
But if any be disposed to use it in 
this qualified sense, it is plain 
enough that many adopt it on the 
broad principle, that the belief of 
the doctrines of divine revelation 
is net essential to a good life. In- 
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deed there are some who maintain 
one religion to be as good as ano- 
ther for all necessary purposes ; and 
that if men be only sincere in the 
practice of the religion they pro- 
fess, they will be accepted by the 
Judge of all. From this opinion it 
will follow, that the Hindoo pros- 
trating himself before the idol Jug- 
gernaut, and defiling himself with 
its impure and filthy rites, — 
his Maker, as well as the humble 


believer, who lies, with penitential | 


shame, at the foot of the cross of 
Christ, and fervently supplicates 
the purifying influence of that pre- 
cious blood which cleanseth from 
all sin! It will follow, that those 
infatuated savages, who worship the 
Devil, will meet with approbation 
in the final day, as well as those 
holy Christians who worship Jeho- 
vah alone, and abhor the ascription 
of divine honours to any but the 
Supreme Being, who made, up- 
holds and governs the world! Such 
wretched absurdities have actually 
been published in one of the news- 
papers of this city. 

In opposition to all loose opi- 
nions in regard to the practical in- 
fluence of the truth, we maintain, 
that if a man’s creed be essentially 
defective, his life can not be good. 
We speak not of that exterior mo- 
rality, which many wish to substi- 
tute in place of inward piety. By 
a good life we mean a life of holi- 
ness; a course of action flowing 
from a regenerated heart. All 
works proceeding from any inferior 
principle, how lovely and _ praise- 
worthy soever in the estimation of 
men, are in the sight of God dead 
works, which he will not accept. 
An inspired writer has plain 
taught this truth: “They that are 
in the flesh cannot please God: 
Rom. viii. 8.; that is, all who act 
merely from the principles of their 
depraved nature, being destitute of 
a living faith in Christ, and a hol 
love to God, can not yield the obe- 
dience which is demanded; and of 
course the eye of infinite Purity 

















JAN. 


cannot look upén them with appro- 
bation. A life of holiness, which 
alone is worthy of being denomi- 
nated a good life, springs from a 
belief of the truth, and is never 
seen in persons who reject the es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel. 

Truth lies at the foundation of 
duty. There is a Being of infinite 
excellence, who made and governs 
all things: on this truth is founded 
the duty of loving, worshipping and 
obeying our Creator. Our glorious 
sovereign has given us a sane for 
the regulation of our conduct; and 
hence it becomes our duty to ob- 
serve all the precepts of this law. 
Man is a fallen and depraved crea- 
ture: from this truth springs the 
duty of humiliation and repentance. 
God has appointed Jesus Christ as 
mediator between himself and sin- 
ful men: on this truth rests the 
duty of seeking: intercourse with 
our offended Maker through the 
mediation of his Son. A sinner 
cannot possibly be justified by his 
own righteousness, but he may be 


justified by faith in the mghteous- 


ness of the Redeemer: on these two 
important truths is founded the 
duty of renouncing dependance on 
our own righteousness for justifica- 
tion, and relying simply on the 
righteousness of Christ for obtain- 
ing this great and necessary bless- 
ing. The Holy Spirit is the efh- 
cient cause of the work of regene- 
ration and sanctification in every 
Christian’s heart: from this truth 
springs the duty of paying peculiar 
regards to this divine person, and of 
seeking his renewing and sanctify- 
ing grace. Jesus Christ is the true 
God: on this truth is founded that 
indispensable duty of honouring the 
Son even as we honour the Father. 
Thus it appears, that every truth 
nas its corresponding duty. Let 
any man believe with the heart 
these leading truths of divine reve- 
lation, and he will in some measure 
perform the-duties which grow out 
of them. 

But suppose a man rejects any of 
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these truths, is it reasonable to ex- 
pect he will regard the duties which 
are founded on them? Will he who 
denies the deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and believes him to be no- 
thing more than a mere man, pay to 
him the same divine worship which 
he presents to God? Will he who 
denies both the personality and 
godhead of the Holy Ghost, show 
him the regards that are due to this 
divine person, and implore his re- 
newing and sanctifying influence? 
Will he who rejects the atonement 
of Christ, make it the foundation 
of his hope for eternity? Will 
he who believes he can by works 
merit the favour of God, renounce 
dependance on his own, and rel 
on the righteousness of another for 
acceptance at the bar of his final 
judge? Error leads to sin, as truth 
to holiness. The depravity of our 
nature does indeed oppose the in- 
fluence of truth, so that it has not 
its complete effect on our hearts ; 
and God is‘ pleased, by various 
counteracting circumstances, to di- 
minish the deleterious power of er- 
ror, so as to prevent the mischief 
that would otherwise result from it. 
Still, however, the natural tenden- 
cy of the one is to produce a sinful, 
and of the other to produce a holy 
life. 

The sacred scriptures furnish the 
most conclusive evidence of the 
great importance of revealed truth 
on account of its practical influence. 
Indeed the very fact that we have 
a divine revelation does itself con- 
stitute indisputable proof, that truth 
is essential to our restoration from 
a state of sin to a state of holi- 
ness. Why did the Lord Almighty 
bless the world with a revelation of 
his mind and will? Why were such 
pains taken in forming the Bible? 
Why were prophets and apostles 
raised up in long succession, and 
inspired each to write his allotted 
portion of that holy book? Why 
did Providence watch over it with 
such peculiar care, preserving it 
from the ravages of time, and the 
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malice of kings and emperors who 
sought its destruction? Why were 
such astonishing miracles wrought 
in confirmation of its truth, and to 
propagate the belief of its doctrines 
in the world? It will not be pre- 
tended that all this was done mere- 
ly to amuse the human mind, or to 
gratify its curiosity by supplying it 
with subjects for barren specula- 
tion. A nobler purpose was contem- 
plated by the infinite Mind. The 
revelation of God was given for the 
high and holy purpose of calling 
sinners out of darkness into mar- 
vellous light, and of delivering them 
“from the power of darkness,” and 
translating them “into the king- 
dom” of God’s “ dear son.” 
Accordingly we find, that salva- 
tion is ascribed to the truth. “1 
am not ashamed,” declares the great 
apostle, “of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth.’’ 
Rom. i. 16. Not only is salvation 
in this general manner attributed 
to the truth, but every essential 
constituent part of salvation in 
particular is ascribed to its in- 
fluence. Is faith necessary to sal- 
vation? This is represented as a 
product of the truth: “So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.” Rom. 
x. 14—17. Is repentance a part 
of salvation? It results from the 
preaching of the truth. Paul de- 
clared to king Agrippa, that he 
“ shewed first unts them of Damas- 
cus, and at Jerusalem, and through- 
out all the coasts of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance :” 
Acts xxvi. 20: and it is well known 
that the word of God dispensed by 
this great apostle, did not return 
void, but prospered in the accom- 
plishment of the purpose for which 
it was sent, and that thousands be- 
came sincere penitents and con- 
verts to Christ. What brought the 
three thousand to repentance on the 


| memorable day of Pentecost? Was 
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it not the plain, faithful and pun- 
gent exhibition of gospel truth b 
Peter and his fellow apostles? Acts 
ii. 37—41. Is regeneration, or bein 
born again, a part of salvation? It 
is attributed to the truth: “ Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever.” 1 Pet. i. 23. “Of his own 
will begat he us with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of 
a fruits of his creatures.”? Jam. 
.18. “For though ye have ten 
taliaetel instructors in Christ, yet 
not many fathers: for in Christ Je- 
sus I have begotten you through 
the gospel.’ ° 1 Cor. iv. 15. Is pro- 
gressive sanctification necessary to 
our salvation? Itis carried on by 
the influence of truth: “ Sanctify 
them through thy truth: thy word 
is truth.2? “And for their sake I 
sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth.” 
John, xvii. 17, 19. What is it but 
the truth that supplies believers 
with consolation? “ Wherein God, 
willing more abundantly to shew 
unto the heirs of promise the immu- 
tability of his counsel, confirmed it 
by an oath; that by two immutable 
things in which it was impossible 
for God to lie, we might have strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold upon the hope set before 


*9 
ils. 


While we thus exhibit these in- 
dubitable proofs of the great prac- 
tical influence and purifying power 
of the truth, it is proper to remark, 
that it owes all its efficiency to the 
accompanying grace of God. Un- 
attended by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, it would never produce those 
mighty effects which it has pro- 
duced, and still does produce, in 
the conversion of sinners. ‘This 
fact should be ever borne in re- 
membrance, that the glory of our 
salvation may be ascribed, not to 
means, or to instruments, but to 
Him who appointed and employs 
them for the accOtiplisnmedt of his 
holy and merciful designs. “Thave 


ference. 








planted and Apollos watered, but 
God gave the increase. So then, nei- 
ther is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; but Gou 
that giveth the increase.” 1 Cor. 
iii. 6,7. Itis only when the gospel 
comes, “ not in word only, but also 
in power and in the Holy Ghost,” 
1 Thess. 1. 5, that it produces its 
intended effects. Still, however, it 
is to be remembered that God is 
pleased ordinarily to use the truth 
in effecting the salvation of sinners, 
from the beginning to the consum- 
mation of the mighty work. It is 
the milk by which babes in Christ 
are nourished; and the strong meat 
by which Christians of full age are 
fed. Heb. v. 13, 14. 

It is manifest that truth, possess- 
ing such a powerful practical influ- 
ence as to effect, through the ac- 
companying g orace of God, an en- 
tire revolution i in the character and 
nature of man, so that the sinner 
is converted into a saint, and the 
heir of hell is made an heir of hea- 
ven, is not to be treated with indif- 
The knowledge of it is a 
matter that most deeply concerns 
every individual; for on feeling its 
renovating power on the heart de- 
pends the “salvation of our immortal 
souls. We cannot remain ignorant 
of it without extreme hazar d. With 
natural science a man may have no 
acquaintance; of the first princi- 
ples of mathematics he may have no 
knowledge, without endangering at 
all hissalvation. He may be almost 
an idiot, and yet be so taught 
the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel as to believe them, and 
obtain salvation. But of divine 
truth no one can remain ignorant 
without putting in jeopardy his 
eternal interest; and dying in this 
condition, he must inevitably share 
in the perdition of them who know 
not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess.i. 8. 
“ My people,” is the complaint of 
Jehovah, “ are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.” Hosea, iv. 6. 

The truth then ought to be prized 
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' according to its vast importance 


.7 and inestimable value. 
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Our feel- 


salmist experienced, when he pen- 

— that admirable eulogy: “The 
law of the Lorp 1s pertect, con- 
verting the soul: the testimony of 
the Lorp is sure, making wise “the 
simple : the statutes of the Lorp 
are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
c -ommandment of the Lorp is pure, 
enlightening the eyes: the fear of 
the Lorp is velear, enduring forever: 
the judgments of the Lorp are 
true and righteous altogether. More 
to be deured are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold, sweeter 
also than honey, and the honey- 
comb. Moreover, by them is thy 
servant w arned ; ; and in keeping of 
them there is great reward.” Ps. 
x1x. 7—11. 

A conviction of the unutterable 
value of the truth should prompt 
us to endeavour to make as exten- 
sive acquisitions of it as our cir- 
cumstances and station in life will 


admit. All truths are not, it is 
readily conceded, equally impor- 
tant. Some constitute the founda- 


tion on which our holy religion is 
built, while others belong to. a less 
essential part of the elorious edi- 
fice. That we are bound to par- 
take of the two Christian rites, 
baptism and the Lord’s supper, isa 
truth; but this truth is not to be 
compared with that fundamental 
truth, “He that believeth shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.’”’ Mark, xvi. 16. 
While this distinction is made, let 
it not be forgotten, that all revealed 
truths are important, and that an 
acquaintance with every part of the 
inspired volume will subserve the 
great design of the whole, the in- 
creasing perfection of the Christian 
believer. « All scripture,” affirms 
the apostle, “is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, or correction, 
for instruction in righteousness ; 
that the man of God may be per- 
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fect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works.’ No Christian should 
be satisfied barely with a kaow- 
ledge of the fundamental doctrines 
of divine revelation: he should en- 
deavour to form an acquaintance 
with every part of that admirable 
system of religious truth with which 
God has blest and adorned his 
church. By taking a view of the 
whole he will be able to discern the 
place of each part; the relation 
which one truth sustains to another; 
and how they all harmoniously 
unite in one elori ious systein of light 
and wisdom, holiness and consola- 
tion. It were well for the church 
and for its individual members, if 
none deserved the reproof which 
the apostle administered to the He- 
brews : “ For when for the time ye 

ought to be teachers, ye have need 
that one teach you again, wich be 
the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and are become such as have 
need of milk, and not of strong 
meat.’? Heb. v. 12. 

Let every one then feel it an in- 
cumbent duty to increase in the 
knowledge of the truth. The means 
are ample. God has appointed a 
ministry for the edification of his 
church. All who have entered into 
this high and holy office are bound 
to endeavour by diligent study, to 
form an extensive and accurate ac- 
quaintance with the contents of the 
inspired volume; so that they may 
feed his people with know ledge, and 
out of the good treasure of their 
hearts bring forth, like faithful stew- 
ards of the mysteries of the king- 
dom, things new and old. A steady 
and constant attendance on the 
preaching of the word, then, is one 
appointed means for increasing in 
the knowledge of the truth. 

In addition to the ministry, God 
has blest the church with the Bible; 
in which has been recorded by in- 
spired penmen whatever his infinite 
wisdom deemed proper to be com. 
municated for the faith and prac- 
tice of his people. This volume. 


| then, must be diligently and perse 
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veringly studied by all who wish to 
obtain a clear and comprehensive 
knowledge of revealed truth. Those 
who neglect it will derive but little 
profit from the ministry of the 
word; they come with minds un- 
prepared to hear to advantage dis- 
courses founded on passages of hol 

scripture. The very gift of such a 
book imposes on all who possess it 
an obligation to read and study its 
marvellous contents. The Bereans 
were commended for their dili- 
cence in comparing the addresses 
of Paul with the records of inspira- 


tions, to discover whether he taught. 


true and sound doctrine. Acts, xvil. 
1i. Our Lord commanded the Jews, 
and consequently all to whom his 
command comes, to “search the 
scriptures.” John, v. 35. 

The scriptures, although written 
in perspicuous language, yet in ma- 
ny places need elucidation; and 
for the assistance of his people the 
Lord has furnished the writings of 
able divines, as well as the preach- 
ing of his ministers in general. 
These writings, in different forms, 
from the pamphlet to the folio, are a 
treasure to his church. All Chris- 
tians should, as far as their means 
and opportunities for reading will 
allow, derive aid from these writ- 
ings in their study of the Buble. 
Some have not leisure to peruse 
large volumes, but who cannot spare. 
from his necessary avocations time 
enough to read a magazine, a month- 
ly pamphlet comprising but a few 
pages? : 

teading and hearing must be 
combined in the search for truth. 
The two great avenues of know- 
ledge are the ear and the eye. The 
lord is pleased to instruct his peo- 
ple through the medium of both; 
he addresses the ear by the preach- 
ing of his word, and the eye by his 
written word and the writings of 
learned divines. 

“ Buy the truth and sell it not.” 
“Wisdom is the principal thing ; 
therefore get wisdom; and with 
wl thy getting get understanding. 
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Exalt her, and she shall promote 
thee; she shall bring thee to ho- 
nour when thou dost embrace her. 
She shall give to thine head an orna- 
ment of grace; a crown of glory 
shall she deliver to thee.” “My 
son, if thou wilt receive my words, 
and hide my commandments with 
thee; so that thou incline thine ear 
unto wisdom, and apply thine heart 
to understanding ; yea, if thou criest 
after knowledge, and liftest up thy 
voice for understanding ; if thou 
seekest her as silver and searchest 
for her as for hid treasures: then 


shalt thou understand the fear of | 


the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God. For the Lord giveth wis- 
dom; out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and understanding. He 
layeth up sound wisdom for the 
righteous : he is a buckler to them 
that walk uprightly. He keepeth 
the paths of judgment, and preserv- 
eth his saints. Then shait thou un- 
derstand righteousness, and judg- 
ment, and equity ; yea, every good 
path.” Prov. xxi. 23. 1v. 5—9. ii, 


1—9. J.J. J. 


Remarks onthe Duration of Future 
Punishment. 


Few have denied, that man is an 
accountable being. The awful lapse 
of our race, and the consequent mo- 


ral deterioration of our nature, are | 
also admitted by a large proportion | 
of professing Christians. Any plan | 


calculated efficaciously to heal the 
breach, make reconciliation for 
transgression, and thus reinstate 
in the favour of heaven, must be an 
object of universal interest. Such 
a plan Jehovah has revealed. What 
it is, is a question of vast moment. 
The discrepancy among Christians 
about its nature, character and ex- 
tent, has been proportioned to the 
magnitude of its importance. These 
have been. subjects of tedious and 
accrimonious litigation. ‘To exa- 
mine closely, and reason dispas- 
sionately is more easily proposed, 
than executed. To discuss topics 
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of such mighty interest, suaviter in 
modo, and at the same time fortiter 
in re, is rather a rare attainment. 
A contrary course, however, does 
not fail to meet condign punish- 
ment, as its own legitimate off- 
spring; inasmuch as the imbecility 
of argument, is usually proportion- 
ed to the acrimony of feeling. I 
dare not anticipate exemption from 
the error I now most cordially re- 
probate, while I present some few 
thoughts on the topic of universal 
salvation. 

That all human beings, however 
wicked in the present life, nay, that 
all created intelligences, however 
diabolical in their nature and prac- 
tice, shall be ultimately introduced 
to eternal felicity, or at least, by an- 
nihilation, be freed from pain, is a 
doctrine so fascinating to sinful 
creatures, that it is not at all sur- 
prising, it should have numerous 
votaries. Reason and revelation 
have been laid under contribution 
in support of it. On this question, 
“ T also will show my opinion.” 

It may ‘be proper, here to give 
notice, that in the progress of this 
discussion, I shall assume as a fact, 
that justice is a natural and neces- 
sary attribute of Jehovah ; that this 
attribute is inexorable ; that it mast 
pursue its enemy, and punish its 
victim; that any compromise with 
mercy, would leave it no longer im- 
maculate; ina word, that Jehovah 
can as soon cease to be, as he can 
cease to be just. Having mention- 
ed these postulates, I shall pro- 
ceed to show, that if the punish- 
ment of sin be not eternal, its hi- 
mitation to a definite period, must 
arise either from personal expiation, 
or vicarious atonement, or blanc an- 
nihilation. I can form no concep- 
tion of any other mode of its termi- 
nation. If, therefore, it can be de- 
monstrated, that the termination of 
punishment pleaded for by Univer- 
salists, cannot arise from any of 
these three causes, I shall have no 
hesitation to pronounce it eternal. 


Salvation must be just. ‘To aspire 
Vo. I. 
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to an introduction to the beatific vi- 
sion, in the mansions of immortali- 
ty, on any other footing, would be 
utterly incompatible with the very 
first maxim of both natural and re- 
vealed religion: “Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” 
Otherwise,-what guaranty could we 
have for the continuance of the pos- 
session? If smuggled into the ce- 
lestial mansions, at the expense of 


justice, the first impulse of recti- 


tude would direct to an immediate 
expulsion. Righteousness, there- 
fore, either personal or vicarious, 
must establish the claim, and pro- 
cure the admission. Sin and misery, 
righteousness and felicity, are ne- 
cessarily connected by an immuta- 
ble law: consequently, those desti- 
titute of a legal righteousness, either 
personal or vicarious, have no alter- 
native remaining between eternal 
punishment and gloomy annihila- 
tion. 

I shall now proceed to the exami- 
nation of the merits of each of these 
three ways of escaping eternal pun- 
ishment. And in the first place, I 
shall endeavour to show the utter 
impossibility of enjoying eternal fe- 
licity by virtue of our own personal 
righteousness. If I succeed in this, 
it will evidently follow, that there 
will remain no other way of esca- 
ping eternal vengeance, than by a 
vicarious righteousness, or utter an- 
nihilation. 

‘That eternal happiness cannot be 
obtained by personal merit, I shall 
attempt to establish in the following 
manner : 

1. Mankind are sinners. Alas! 
all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God. This is a truth 
of awful import, and doleful noto- 
riety! There is none righteous: no, 
not one! The imaginations of the 
thoughts of the heart, are only evil 
continually. The matter of fact, 
and the universality of our apostasy 
from God, are amply attested by 
the Holy Ghost. With this testi- 
mony, our own experience perfect- 
ly coincides; so that, “If we say, 
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we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us.” 
The history of man, is a history of 
depravity, ‘and its necessary con- 
comitants, lamentation, mourning 
and wo! The existence of these 
phenomena in the moral empire of 
Jehovah, are utterly nex xplicable on 
any other principle, than that of re- 
bellion against our rightful sove- 
reign. The matter of fact j is indis- 
putable, «Sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin;’’ however diffi- 
cult it may be to account for its 
introduction intoa system pr evlous- 
ly enemas. 

God is just. That justice is 
an pense! inherent attribute of 
the Deity, is as capable of demon- 
stration, as is his existence. ‘The 
volume of Providence, the most ca- 
tegorical declarations of scripture, 
and particularly the agonizing cru- 
cifixion of our blessed Lord, 
the substitute for sinners, when the 
sword of vengeance was unsheathed 
against the man who was Jehovah’s 
fellow, and pierced the inmost soul 
of the Son of God; these I say, all, 
all demonstrate that God is inexo- 

rably just. “Justice and judgment 
i the habitation of his 
throne.” If, therefore, the divine 
law be violated, the offender must 
be punished, either personally, or 
by his representative. Justice will 
retain the devated victim in its 
grasp, until it has received the last 
farthing. The righteous and the 
wicked are alike the objects of its 
operation. It is the very cement of 
the universe, without which it must 
instantly be converted into a moral 
chaos. Its essence consists in ren- 
dering to every one his due. Let us 
hear the captain of the armies of 
[srael, in his farewell address to 
the people, Jos. xxiv. 19: “ The 
Lord is a holy God. He is a jea- 
lous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins.” If, 
therefore, there be salvation at all 
for sinners, it must be in the most 
perfect unison with justice; so that 
while there is “ peace on earth and 
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good will towards men, there may 
be also glory to God in the highest. 3° 

3. The objective infinitude of sin, 
precludes the possibility of the sin- 
ner’s entering heaven, on the footing 
of his own merit, whether active or 
passive. By sin, we have contracted 
an infinite debt, and justice imperi- 
ously demands payment. “ Pay me 
that thou owest.”’ I shall not, in as- 
ser ting infinitude to be an attribute 
of sin, avail myself of the interroga- 
tion of Eliphoz, Job. xxi. 5: “Is not 
thy wickedness great, and thy iniqui- 
ty infinite??? Yet I do maintain that 
this phrase, equivalent to a strong 
assertion, is nowhere discounte- 
nanced in the scriptures. Yet as 
this point is cardinal, in the discus- 
sion of this topic, I shall not avail 
myself of any expression, from the 
force of which an opponent may 
make his escape in the haze of 
metaphorical phraseology. Let us 
discuss the subject dispassionately, 
and examine whether sober investi- 
gation will not lead to the same 
conclusion. 

I am perfectly aware of the ob- 
jections which ingenuity has raised 
against the infinity of human trans- 
gression. This is no more than 
what might have been anticipated. 
Here is the citadel. Surrender it, 
and all is gone! I would then ad- 
mit, that eternal punishment would 
be unjust, and consequently could 
not be inflicted by a righteous God, 
for finite transgression; for this 
plain reason, that the punishment 
would be infinitely disproportioned 
to the offence. For, although the 
intensity of the punishment should 
be indefinitely small, if its duration 
be eternal, the quantity becomes in- 
finitely great, and of course infi- 
nitely disproportioned to the finite 
offence. It is inconsistent both with 
physical and mathematical science, 


to maintain, that the doctrine of 


the infinity of sin, goes to establish 
the old stoical dogma, that all sins 
are equal. The reasoning of the ob- 


jector is here very plausible: «If 


the least sin be infinite, the greatest 
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can be no more; therefore all sins 
are equal.”? Let us see whether 
this will stand the test of examina- 
tion. It can be demonstrated, that 
the least particle of matter, is divi- 
sible ad infinitum; and a sphere 
which would fill the orbit of Her- 
schel is no more than divisible to 
infinity, however inexplicable this 
may seem to be. But as the infinite 
divisibility of matter is now dis- 
puted, we shall take the space oc- 
cupied by any portion of matter. 
About the infinite divisibility of this, 
theoretically, there will be no dis- 
pute. An inch of a line, possesses 
this property as well as the diame- 
ter of the orbit of Saturn; yet it 
will not hence follow that these two 
lines are equal. Every schoolboy 
knows, that in attempting to reduce 
the vulgar fraction one-third to a 
decimal fraction of equal value, the 
decimal approximation will issue in 
an infinite series, which though eter- 
nally approaching, will never reach 
the point «f absolute accuracy. Let 
him take the one-half of the former 
fraction, viz. one-sixth, or one- 
twelfth, or one-twenty-fourth, and 
he will find them all possessed of the 
same property, infinite divisibility. 
Will he therefore infer, that they 
are equal? Again. Every person 
who has any accurate conception of 
a mathematical solid, knows it pos- 
sesses three dimensions, length, 
hreadth, and thickness, and that 
each of these three is as absolutely 
inexhaustible by any finite process, 
as are the whole three united. No 
more, therefore, will it follow, that 
because every sin is infinite objec- 
tively considered, that every sin 1s 
equal, than that the least assign- 
able portion of space is equal to the 
volume of the universe; because 
the least, as well as the greatest, is 
in its nature equally possessed of in- 
finite divisibility. From the above 
reasoning, it will follow, that mere 
linear infinity is as inexhaustible, 
or rather as interminable, as cubi- 
cal; or, if I may be allowed a more 
appropriate, though unusual term, 
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radiant infinity; although the difter- 
ence between these be infinitely in- 
finite. 

It is sufficiently manifest, that we 
are not able. to form any adequate 
notion of infinity. But it will by 
no means follow, that therefore, we 
are incapable of reasoning accu- 
rately respecting it. Is not God 
himself, are not all his attributes 
infinite ? Yet may not our ideas and 
reasonings respecting him and them 
be correct as far as they goP Are 
our reasonings concerning the phe- 
nomena of the physical universe, one 
whit the less conclusive, that we are 
utterly ignorant of the essence of 
matter, or the radical basis in which 
its properties inhere ? 

It is not at all maintained, that 
any act of a finite being, can be 
absolutely, or in any sense, infinite. 
A human action, in a strict and ac- 
curate sense, is neither virtuous, 
nor vicious. It is the principle 
from which it proceeds, the end in 
view, and its relation to the moral 
law, that entitle it to the epithet of 


| virtuous or vicious. A mere phy- 


sical act, independently of these, is 
neither morally good, nor morally 
evil. ‘The acts of stoning Naboth 
and Achan, were, in a mere physi- 
cal point of view, as much alike, as 
it is possible to conceive. Yet the 
one was vicious, the other, virtuous, 
entirely upon the principle above 
mentioned. We do not therefore 
assert, that any human action is in- 
finite; but we do assert, that sin is 
an infinite evil, inasmuch, as it is a 
violation of an infinite law, rebel- 
lion against an infinite God, and pro- 
ductive of infinite mischief. The 
jaw I have just now mentioned, is 
as infinite as its archetype; its es- 
sence, love, is a unit. Against this 
every sin is directed, and conse- 
quently is a violation of the whole 
law. For, “ whosoevér offendeth in 
one part, is guilty of all.” 

This same principle may be illus- 
trated by a familiar example in the 
following manner. Blame attaches 
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even of the inanimate creation. It 
is wrong to abuse any of God’s crea- 
tures. Should this abuse be extend- 
ed to any useful animal, my horse 
for instance, the wrong is greater. 
The guilt increases with the ‘as- 
cending scale of dignity of the in- 
jured object. Ascend in this gra- 
dation, to our own kind; our ser- 
vant, equal, or superior; say the 
supreme magistrate: the offence is 
graduated by the dignity of rank 
occupied by the individual in the 
scale of being. Conceive it to be 
carried up to the Great Supreme, 
where all our sins ultimately land, 
the magnitude of the offence be- 
comes infinite, because, the being 
oftended is infinite. But as all are 
sinners, all are naturally under ap 
infinite load of guilt, which the jus- 
tice of God necessarily requires to 
be expiated. 

The law of God is the rule which 
must necessarily for ever regulate 
the relation between God as the 
moral governor, and man as the ra- 
tional subject. ‘This law is as per- 
fect as its original. ‘Take any other 
standard of moral rectitude, and 
you are immediately led into inex- 
tricable difficulties. Look, for a 
moment, at the definition given by 
a modern advocate of Universalism. 
(Ballow’s Lect. page 15.) “Sin is 
the violation of a law which exists 
in the mind, which law is the im- 
perfect knowledge men have of mo- 
ral good.” Not to mention the 
atheistical principle couched in 
these words, m making man his 
own law, lord paramount of his own 
actions, and consequently divesting 
him of all responsibility, this defini- 
tion makes error and ignorance, the 
standard of truth and rectitude! 
According to this definition, the 
number of laws must be infinite and 
infinitely varying; for this law, viz. 
* Man’s Sa som i knowledge,” 
may be infinitely different in differ- 
ent individuals at the same moment, 
and also, in the same individuals, 
at different times. It confounds 
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duty depend upon the knowledge 
of the agent. If this definition were 
true, then the most atrocious crimes, 
the murder of the saints of God, the 
most horrid blasphemies against the 
Son and Spirit might not only be 
perfectly innocent, but constitute 
the most meritorious conduct. “ The 
time will come,” saith our Lord, 
“ when they that kill you, will think 
they are doing God service.” We 
conclude, therefore, that the law of 
God is infinite—the commandment 
exceeding broad. 

What pity that some of the sin- 
cerest friends of the doctrine of 
atonement by the blood of Christ, 
have, by their admission of the 
finite extent and demerit of moral 
evil, brought themselves into such 
a predicament, that to be consist- 
ent, they must abandon, on the one 
hand, the eternity of punishment; 
or, on the other, the deity of Christ. 
Predicated on the finite guilt, they 

resent us with a finite ransom. 
rhis finite ransom, they~ell us, is 
just commensurate with the num- 
ber of elect individuals, multiplied 
into the quantity of the guilt of 
each. Had there been one elect 
soul more, Christ must have suffered 
more; if less, less, in proportion to 
addition or subtraction of the debt 
to be paid! 

Let us examine this doctrine. 
What was the penalty annexed to 
the covenant of works? It could 
not be formally eternal death. Had 
this been the case, nothing short of 
the eternal death of the surety could 
have achieved the ransom. Such 
an idea would meet merited repro- 
bation, from every sober Christian. 
Eternal death arose, not from the 
nature of the thing, but was altoge- 
ther consecutive on the finite capa- 
city of the culprit. In order to the 
salvation of the sinner, the covenant 
of grace required a substitutional 
equivalent. Could this have been 
given by the suffering humanity of 
our Lord? The humanity of our 
Lord, in all its exquisite suffering, 
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could suffer, the divinity being im- 
passible, could have made no more 
atonement for our sins, than the 
blood of a bullock or a goat smoking 
on the worldly sanctuary. The 
value of our Lord’s sacrifice on the 
cross, therefore, must have arisen 
from something else—his deity. ‘To 
this is to be referred the very es- 
sence of the worth of the sacrifice he 
offered. Give up his divinity, and 
the notion of an atonement is a 
mere chimera. Were Jesus the 
most exalted creature God ever 
made, or could make, (reverence!) 
he would have been as utterly in- 
competent to make an atonement 
for our sins, as would have been the 
offering of the meanest reptile on 
the divine altar. If, therefore, the 
whole virtue, value and worth of 
Jesus’ passion, arises from the deity 
of his person; whence his blood is 
called the blood of God; how shall 
we form an estimate of the value 
of that divinity! Who will dare to 
bring his scale and graduate by any 
numerical admeasurement, or com- 
pound ratio of time and intensity, 
the value of the sufferings of Jesus ; 
i. e. the value of his divine person, 
without which his sufferings could 
have had no worth? 

4. The expiation of this infinite 
guilt, admits of no compromise. 
The debtor must continue in duress, 
until the last farthing of the debt 
shall have been liquidated. It is 
true, some have objected to the pro- 
priety of considering sin as a debt; 
but while we find in that perfect 
model of prayer, prescribed by our 
Lord, to his disciples, “ Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debt- 
ors,’ we need feel no reluctance in 
viewing sin as a debt due to di- 
vine justice. Now, I have alread 
observed, that in the liquidation of 
this debt, any thing like compro- 
mise, 18 utterly inadmissible. Any 
partial payment of an infinite debt, 
would be equivalent to nothing. In- 
finity 1s an incommensurable prime, 
measurable only by itself; i. e. b 
infinity. A ny thing less, therefore, 
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than infinity, taken from infinity, 
will leave an infinite remainder. 
And consequently in the 
5th place—The punishment of 
sin, upon the feoting of personal ex- 
piation, must be eternal. The finite 
resources of the culprit can never 
meet the infinite demands which the 
inexorable justice of God has filed 
against him. No payment he can 
make, can, ever, in the smallest de- 
gree, diminish the principal. This 
would be to suppose an exhaustion of 
infinity by finite deductions, which 
is absurd. The want, therefore, of 
infinite intensity in the suffering, 
must be balanced by an eternity of 
duration. Here we find, as usual, 
reason and scripture leading us to 
the same conclusion. ‘Their worm 
shall never die; their fire shall 
never be quenched; depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his 
angels. No limits, therefore, can be 
set to punishment, upon the foun- 
dation of personal expiation. 
S. B. W. 


Thoughts on Revivals of Religion. 


This is certainly a subject of 
some importance. ‘The avidity with 
which pious people receive narra- 
tives of religious revivals clearly 
evinces, that, in their judgment, 
“times of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord” are devoutly to 
be wished. Christians may differ 
in their views, concerning the na- 
ture of a genuine revival; but the 
thing itself all will readily acknow- 
ledge to be desirable. The diver- 
sity of opinion which obtains, on 
this subject, among the friends of 
Christianity, is, perhaps, rather ap- 
parent than real. In our apprehen- 
sion, it arises partly from a want of 
agreement, in regard to the meaning 
of certain terms and phrases, com- 
monly used on topics of this kind, 
and partly from a neglect to distin- 
guish the effects of a divine influ- 
ence on the heart, from those ex- 
cesses of passion, or extravagances 
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of conduct, which sometimes at- 
tend a real work of grace, and 
which ought to be ascribed to the 
ignorance rand depravity of the hu- 
man heart. 

Every denomination of Chris- 
tians have a set of phrases, or forms 
of expr ession, against which other 
denominations are very apt to en- 
tertain some prejudic e: Hence a 
mere strife of words is often mis- 
taken for a doctrinal difference, 
where none exists in fact. If you 
choose to distinguish what I call a 
revival of religion, by another name, 
be it so; I will not contend with 
you about the name, provided you 
concede that the wesk intended 
to be designated thereby, is of God. 
Call it, if you please, an awakening, 
an outpouring of the spirit, a dis- 
play of redeeming mercy, a shower 
of gracious influence, an ingather- 
ing of souls to the Saviour, or an 
extension of the power of oodliness ; 
any of these phrases would be par Sy 
ciently intelligible, and might be 
used interchangeably, without de- 
triment, so far as we can perceive, 
to the cause of vital piety. If 
Christians would take a little more 
pains to understand one another, 
and agree to construe each other’s 
language and conduct fairly and 
charitably, might they not offer to 
God their joint supplications for the 
revival of religion, with as much 
consistency and cordiality, as they 
do for the coming of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom? 

We should be careful also, to dis- 
tinguish the genuine effects of a 
divine influence on the minds of 
men, from those wild excesses of 
feeling, and extravagances of con- 
duct, which often “attend strong 
religious excitement. Considering 
what human nature is, we should 
expect some departures from Chris- 
tian decorum, where large numbers 
of careless persons, many of them 
very ignorant of divine things, are 
roused. to a deep and awful concern 
about the salvation of their souls. 
To prevent or correct evils of this 
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sort, should be the constant aim of 
ministers and other experienced 
Christians. No intelligent friend 
to revivals approves, or ‘countenan- 
ces fanaticism, 
church order; nor should he be 
rashly charged with such a design. 
On the other hand, we should not 
suppose that a temperate remon- 
strance against those disorders that 
sometimes appear in extensive re- 
vivals, implies hostility to a work of 
grace, or a cold indifference to the 
saving power of true religion. 

WwW hile we would resist confusion 
and all infrmgement of that wise 
and wholesome order, which Christ 
has appointed in his church, we de- 


_ precate a languid monotony of feel- 





ing, on the niblibntous concerns of 


the soul. “ Letall things be done 
decently and in order ;” but “let 
us not sleep, as do others.” The 
day of grace is a short term; and 
the bliss of hein is suspended on 
its religious improvement. It is 
our seed time for eternity: “He 
that soweth to his flesh shall, of the 
flesh, reap corruption ; but he that 
soweth to the spirit shall, of the 
spirit, reap life everlasting.” 

The writer of these thoughts is 
far from thinking that no souls are 
converted to the Lord, or that no- 
thing is done towards the edifying 
of the body of Christ, where there 
are no special revivals of religion. 
He firmly believes that, wherever 
the pure gospel of the grace of God 
is preached, it proves, to some of 
the people, “a savour of life unto 
life.” A portion of the seed, where- 
ever itis faithfully dispensed, falls 
into good ground, and bears fruit. 
He is well aware, too, that a large 
proportion of real believers have 
been brought to the knowledge and 
love of the truth, not, indeed, with- 
out deep _ conviction of sin, and 
a feeling sense of their lost and 
helpless “condition bv nature, but in 
circumstances which have excited 
no great degree of attention, even 
in the church to which they belong. 
God’s methods in turning sinners 
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from the error of their ways, are 
various; and it were arrogance in 
us to say, that he is limited in his 
gracious influence, to any particu- 
lar set of means, appearances, or 
instruments. We rejoice, as do 
the angels, at the repentance of one 
sinner, whoever or whatsoever may 
have been the means of his reco- 
very from a state of condemnation 
and spiritual death. While one 
here, and another there, are brought 
home to God, under the gentle 
droppings of the a we 
charge our souls not to “ despise 
the day of small things ;’’ yet, we 
do long, and will pray to see sin- 
ners flying to Jesus, “as clouds, 
and as doves to their windows.” 

However gently and silently some 
may be reduced to the obedience of 
faith, and enfolded in the arms of 
redeeming love ; ordinarily, the 
translation of souls, from darkness 
to light, and from the bondage of 
iniquity to the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God, is attended with 
an awakening sense of sin, and 
with a change of temper and con- 
duct, which. cannot be easily con- 
cealed : And where considerable 
numbers become subjects of this 
change, at the same time, and in the 
same congregation, or neighbour- 
hood, there is what we call a revi- 
val of religion. There we behold 
the stately steppings of Zion’s king, 
the conquests of his erace—the 
trophies of his pow er--and the pre- 
cious fruits of his travail of soul, 
when he sweat in Gethsemane, and 
died on Calvary, “the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to 
God. he 

Let revivals be tested by their 
fruits; and we doubt not that real 
Christians of every name will be 
constrained to hail them, as bless- 
ings from the Lord. Visit those 


. favoured congregations, where the 


special outpouring of the spirit, 
as we believe, is experienced, and 
you will find the happy subjects of 
hope in Christ, abounding in every 
good word and work —earnest in 
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prayer for a blessing on the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, and on all 
charitable exertions to diffuse the 
light and consolations of evangeli- 
cal truth: There you will see some 
of the most irreligious persons re- 
claimed from their. evil courses, and 
licentious habits: There you will 
see whole households, in some in- 
stances, devoted to God in Chris- 
tian baptism, their dwellings con- 
verted into Bethels, and consecrated 
by daily prayer and praise: There 
you will hear the eople say, one to 
another, “Come, let us go up to the 
house of God, and he will teach us 
of his way, and we will walk in his 
paths :” There you will find many 
Andrews and Philips endeavouring 
by friendly entreaties, by letters, 
by religious books and tracts, to 
bring other Peters and Nathaniels to 
the knowledge of Him who is “ the 
way, the truth, and the life :”’ There 
you will see animosities among 
kindred and neighbours buried at 
the foot of the cross 8,—pr ide, envy, 
and evil surmisings giving place to 
concord and brotherly kindness : : In 
a word, you will find more addi- 
tions made to the communion of the 
church, of hopeful subjects of sav- 
ing grace, in a few months, than 
had been made, in the same con- 
gregations, enjoying the same means 
of religious improvement, for many 
years. 

It is a painful truth, indeed. 
which experience and observation 
oblige us to admit, that some per- 
sons, who are awakened, on such 
occasions, are not converted in 
heart unto God; and, therefore, af- 
ter appearing rie run well, for a 
little season, they relapse into their 
old habits of negligence and sin. 
These are they whose « coodness is 
as the morning cloud, and the early 
dew, which passeth away:’ they 
seem to begin in the spirit, but end 
in the flesh: These are the charac- 
ters designated by the stony ground, 
in the parable of the sower: “ But 
he that received the seed into stony 
places, the same is he that heareth 
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the word, and, anon, with joy re- 
ceiveth it; yet hath he not root in 
himself, but dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by and 
by, he is offended.”’ 

‘But such unhappy instances, 
while they admonish him that think- 
eth he standeth, to take heed lest he 
fall, furnish no solid objection to 
the work, as being, upon the whole, 
a work of God, “for which he is 
greatly to be pr aised, in the assem- 
blies of his saints. 

If these observations be just, then 
a revival of religion ought to be re- 
varded by every Christian congre- 
gation, as one of the richest of hea- 
ven’s blessings. The power of the 
Holy Ghost should be sought, by 
prayer and supplication, as the only 
effectual agency, in the resuscita- 
tion of souls that are dead in tres- 
passes and sins. “ Come from the 
four winds, O breath of the Lord, 
and breathe upon the slain, that 
they may live!” 


“‘' Thy ministers are sent in vain 
To prophesy upon the slain; 

In vain they call, in vain they cry, 
rill thine Almighty aid is nigh. 


“ But if thy Spirit deign to breathe, 
Life spreads through all the realms of 
death : 
Dry bones obey thy powerful voice ; 
hey move, they waken, they rejoice.” 


W.N. 


BRIEF DISCOURSES. NO. IT. 


BY HE. S. ELY. 


Christian Liberality. 

“Tf there come any unto you, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into 
vour house, neither bid him God speed: 
tor he that biddeth him God speed, is par- 
taker of his evil deeds.” —2 John, 10, 11. 

[n the present day, there is a 
strong disposition, in many profess- 
ing C hristians, to abandon the faith 
once delivered to the saints, and 
adopt a universal fellowship in all 
theological systems ; under the plea, 

that every man believes his own 
theory to be correct; and that it is 








me 





uncharitable, and presumptuous, to 
claim the title of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ exclusively for any one of 
them. It must, however, be evident 
to every candid inquirer, that many 
of these schemes of doctrine are dia- 
metrically opposed to each other; 
and if one is right, the opposite to 
it is wrong. If one is the gospel 
lan of salvation, any other, which 
is fundamentally repugnant to it, 
cannot be the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ. 

It would give us pleasure to be 
deemed candid and liberal; but we 
advocate Christian liberality alone ; 
and that we may have a conscience 
void of offence towards God and 
man, we must clearly state, what 
we apprehend to be the fundamen- 
tal doctrines of the only evangelical! 
system; and what course of con- 
duct ought to be pursued in relation 
to all persons who publicly preach 


any other gospel, in the name of 


Christ. 

In conformity with this arrange- 
ment, we shall, in the rirst place, 
show what the apostle John, speak- 


ing by divine authority, intended 


by” this doctrine. He was a servant 
of Jesus Christ, an apostle by his 
commission, and a public’ minister 
of his religion. By this doctrine, in 
the words quoted, he evidently in- 
tended, the system of theology which 
he preached, in conjunction with all 
his holy brethren in the ministerial 
office. If there come unto you, the 
elect lady and her children, any 
ager ye 2 pr ofessing t to be a minis- 
ter of the religion of Jesus, and 
bring not this “doctrine, which I 
write, and which I have preached, 
under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghost, receive him not. 

1. It is an essential doctrine of 
the gospel which John proclaimed, 
that there exists one God, the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost; and that 
he is a rewarder of them who dili- 
gently seek him. “For there are 
three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost: and these three are one.” 
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{ John, v. 7. “ He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.”? Heb. xi. 6. 
The Derry is one Mind, one un- 
created substance, in the essence of 
which, there is a foundation for all 
those tripersonal relations, opera- 
tions, and manifestations, of which 
we read in the holy scriptures. 
This God, from whose immutable 
nature emanated the mediatorial 
office, person and work; this God 
of justice, mercy, and redemption, 
is the only, living and true God, 
who made, governs, and will judge 
mankind. The God of the Deist 
and Secinian, is not our Jehovah, 
but the ido! of their imaginations. 
2. The deity and humanity of the 
mediatorial person, Jesus Christ, is 
an essential part of this doctrine, 
which John inculcated. A consi- 
derable portion of his writings is 
specially devoted to this all impor- 
tant tenet. Jesus Christ he calls 
the Word; and affirms, that “the 
Word was Gop;” and that “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the olory as of the only begotten of 
the Father ,) full of grace and truth.” 
John, 1. 1—14. “ And we know that 
the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we 


Christian Liberality. 





may know him that is true: and we 
are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jesus Christ. This is the true 
God, and etérnal life.”? 1 John, v. 20. 
He is at the same time called “ the 
man Christ Jesus.”? 1 Tim. 2, 5. 
Rom. v.15. His “ goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting.” 
Micah, v. 2. 

3. It is another position in this 
doctrine of John, that all moral 
agents, of the human race, have ac- 
tually sinned, are depraved in their 
nature; are unable to obtain justifi- 
cation by their own actions; and 
are, in their natural state, under a 
sentence of legal, spiritual, and eter- 
nal death. sc it we say that we have 


no sin we deceive ourselves, and 
Vou. I. 








2°) 


the truth is not in us. If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar.’ 1 John,i. 8,10. “ There 
is none righteous, no, not one ;”’— 

se therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight:’°—*for all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God.” 
Rom. ili. 10, 20, 23. “ You 
were dead in trespasses and sins; 
wherein in time past ye walked ac- 
cording to the course ‘of this world, 
accor ding to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that now work- 
eth in the children of disobedience : 
among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the de- 
sires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of 
wrath.”’ Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. 

4. It is another essential article 
of the gospel, that Jesus Christ was, 
by the eternal counsel of the God- 
head, constituted Mediator; and 
that in this office he obeyed the pre- 
cepts of the law and suffered its 
penalty, in the. place of sinners, so 
as to complete a perfect righteous- 
ness, for the justification, adoption, 
and ultimate salvation of his peo- 
ple. The Redeemer, in the charac- 
ter of wisdom, says, “The Lord 
possessed me in the beginning of 
his way, before his works of old. | 
was set up (or anointed to office) 
from everlasting,”—* and my de- 
lights were with the sons of men.’’ 
Prov . vill. 22, 31. Hence he became 
“the Lord our righteousness,” by 
giving himself the gust for the un- 
just, and bearing tie sins of many. 
“ Being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.” “Christ died for 
us.”> God “hath made him to be 
sin for us who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him.” “Of him are ye 
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, righteousness, and 





sanctification, and redemption.” 
«Neither is there salvation in any 
other.” 
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5. It is an equally essential doc- 
trine, that the agency of the ss 
Spirit, operating ordinarily through 
the instrumentality of the means of 
grace, and especially wag the 
word of truth, is requisite for the 
conversion of a sinner; so that he 
may by faith receive Jesus Christ, 
in his mediatorial office, for his Sa- 
viour; and in the moment of rege- 
neration be adopted and justified, 
according to the harmony of the 
mercy and justice of Jehovah. “ Ye 
must be born again.” “Except a 
man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of heaven.” “ Of his 
own will begat he us with the word 
of truth.” “ Being born again, not 
of corruptible seed, but of incorrup- 
tible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever.”’ “Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth; thy 
word is truth.”? “ Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God.” “ He that hath the 
Son hath life.”? “1 will never for- 
get thy precepts: for with them 
thou hast quickened me.” Psalm 
cxix. 93. Men must experience re- 
generating influence, so as to be con- 
verted, have new hearts, become new 
creatures, pass from spiritual death 
to spiritual life, and be made par- 
takers of the divine nature. 

6. Sanctification, or holiness of 
soul and life, is the only sufficient 
proof of any person’s being saving- 
ly united to Jesus Christ for eternal 
hfe. “He that doeth good is of 
God.” “Every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of him.” 
«Every man that hath this hope in 
him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure.’ “ Whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother.” “If 
any man be in Christ Jesus he is a 
new creature.’ “ He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him. But whoso keepeth 
his word, in him verily is the love 
of God perfected: hereby know we 
that we are in him. He that saith 
he abideth in him, ought himself 








JAN. 


also so to walk, even as he walk- 
ed.’? Without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord. 

7. Every truly sanctified person, 
and only such a person, may know, 
that God elected him, before the 
foundation of the world, to everlast- 
ing life; and he shall, after death, 
be received in spirit, and after the 
resurrection, in body and in spirit 
both, into heaven, where he shall 
be perfectly blessed in the full en- 
joyment of God to all eternity: but 
every person who departs this life 
without having been regenerated, 
adopted, justified, and sanctified in 
part, shall, after death, become per- 
iectly miserable in spirit ;,and after 
the resurrection and general judg- 
ment, in body and in spirit both, 
shall be cast into hell, where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched. ‘These are fundamental 
doctrines of Christianity. “ He hath 
chosen us in him before the founda- 
tion of the world, that we should be 
holy:—having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will :—in whom 
also we have obtained an inheri- 
tance, being predestinated accord- 
ing to the purpose of him who work- 
eth all things according to the coun- 
sel of his,own will.” Eph.i. 4—11. 
“ Tlereby know we that we dwell in 
him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his Spirit.”” 1 John, iv. 
13. “The Son quickeneth whom 
he will:—he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.” “ ‘The 
hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall 
live.”? “] am the resurrection and 
the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.” 


“To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” “To die is gain.” “I 
am in a strait betwixt two, having a 
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desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better.” « The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power; when he 
shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe.’’ “The wicked 
shall be turned into hell.”? “ These 
shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal.”’ 

Every public preacher who does 
not bring this scheme of doctrine, 
must preach something else. 

We now inquire, sEconDLy, what 
is the duty of Christians in relation 
to those puBLIC INSTRUCTERS who 
inculcate any other system, under 
pretence that it is the gospel. We 
must treat them in the manner in 
which John required the elect lady 
and her children to treat all such 
“deceivers 3’? who confess not the 
true Messiah, and abide not in the 
doctrine of Christ. We have a ge- 
neral instruction, not to receive 
such persons into our house; and 
not to say to them, by way of en- 
couragement, “God speed you.” 
It is in the character of ministers of 
the gospel, that we are forbidden to 
receive them into our house; for if 
aur enemy, and the enemy of Christ 
hunger, we may feed him, and show 
him every kind civility as a man. 

This is the spirit of the text. Wo 
Christian ought to receive any man 
as a minister of Christ, or to wish 
him success, through a divine bless- 
ing on his labours, who teaches any 
other doctrinal system than the one 
which the apostles inculcated. 

1. We should not acknowledge 
them to be ministers of Christ at 
all; for this would be receiving 
them, in an official character, to 
which they have no scriptural claim. 
Christ Jesus has neither called them 
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to be his heralds, nor invested them 
with the ministry of reconciliation. 

2. We ought to maintain, that 
their ministrations of the ordinances 
of the New Testament, when they 
are publicly known to preach ano- 
ther gospel, are all invalid. No one 
but a minister of Christ has any 
right to dispense the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s supper ; and 
these teachers are not ministers of 
Christ. If those who are not to be 
publicly owned as gospel minis- 
ters, attempt to do any ministerial 
actin the name of Christ, we should 
account the rites which they per- 
form to be idle ceremonies. 

3. No Christian, who believes 
that any man is a public teacher of 
another system of doctrine than the 
one which the apostles held, ought 
to hear such an one preach ; for that 
is calculated to encourage him. It 
is bidding him God speed; unless 
it be distinctly understood, and ge- 
nerally known, that we deny his 
ministerial character, and hear him 
with an intention to refute his er- 
rors. ‘To receive him as a minister 
of the gospel, exposes our fellow 
men to delusion, and renders us 
partakers of his evil deeds. If we 
should wait on his ministering, it 
would naturally be inferred, by all 
who did not know our sentiments, 
that we received him as a teacher 
of righteousness. Men who do not 
know what the gospel of Christ is, 
have the excuse of ignorance, for 
hearing Deistical, Socinian, and An- 
titrinitarian preachers ; but profess- 
ing Christians, and especially Chris- 
tian ministers, should be careful not 
to sin against the injunction con- 
tained in the text. 

In conclusion, we remark, ist, 
That it is a fearful thing to preach 
a false system as the gospel; 2dly, 
That every one who 1s now unde- 
cided, ought to ascertain, for the 
guidance of his own conduct, what 
the true system of theologyis ; 3dly, 
That indifference to the promulga- 
tion of false doctrine is criminal and 
dangerous; and 4thly, That every 
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one should seriously search his own 
heart, that he may know whether 
he has cordially embraced the truth, 
so as to become interested in the 
creat salvation by the Son of God. 
If it is so important as has been re- 
presented, not to countenance er- 
roneous doctrine; it must be more 
important for every one to realize 
the being and government of God; 
the deity of Jesus Christ; the de- 
pravity, guilt and misery of man in 
his unrenewed estate; the fulness 
and sufficiency of the great atone- 


ment; the necessity and nature of 


regeneration; the work of sanctifi- 
cation upon his own soul and life ; 
and the certainty that heaven or 
hell will be his own personal por- 
tion for ever. We may discounte- 
nance errorists; we may have a 
correct theory of religion; and yet, 
never apply the truth to our own 
hearts; never so believe as to feel 
and act aright. O! let us attend to 
this subject, before it is forever too 
late. Let us neither be lost through 
heresy, nor damned in orthodoxy. 


eS 


Sheppard’s Sincere Convert: disco- 
vering the small Number of True 
Believers, and the great Difficulty 
of Saving Conversion: abridged. 


PREFACE TO THIS ABRIDGMENT. 


The author of the work, which I 
design to abridge, was the Rev. 
Thomas Sheppard, the faithful pas- 
tor of the church of Christ in Cam- 
bridge, in Massachusetts. During 
his lifetime, his name was “as oint- 
ment poured forth,”’ both in Old and 
New England; and the savour of it 
continues to this day, among the 
friends of evangelical religion. He 
wrote the works, entitled, the 
“ Saint’s Jewel,”? and © The Sound 
Believer,’ and a commentary on 
“ The Parable of the Ten Virgins.” 

The Sincere Convert was, I be- 
lieve, last published in 1657; and 
has, consequently, in the lapse of 
one hundred and sixty-four years, 
become a scarce book. It seems de- 
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sirable, that the pious of the pre- 
sent age should have the opportu- 
nity of perusing, at least, the most 
important parts of it. 
what the Rev. William Greenhill 
wrote in a preface to this work, as 
applicable to the people of his day, 
is more pointedly appropriate to the 
American churches in 1821. He 
says, ‘ 

“ In these evil and perilous times, 
God hath not left us without some 
choice mercies. Our sins abound, 


and his mercies superabound. li 


the bottomless pit be open, and smoke 
rise thence, to darken the air and 
obscure the way of the saints (Rev. 
ix. 2.), heaven also is opened (Rev. 
xi. 19.), and there are lightnings, 
and voices, to enlighten their spi- 
rits, and direct their paths.” It 
would be as a well in the valley of 
Baca, to thousands, who love the 
good old ways of Zion, could we 
add, 1m relation to our generation, 

“Had ever any age such light- 
nings as we have? Did ever any 
speak since Christ and his apos- 
tles, as men now speak? We may 
truly and safely say of our divines 
and writers, The voice of God, and 
not of man; such abundance of the 
Spirit hath God poured into some 
men, that it is not they, but the 
Spirit of the Father that speaks in 
them.”’ 

Mr. Greenhill proceeds to praise 
the treatises which were published 
in the age of the fathers of New 
England, because they were full of 
searching, precious, soul-comforting 
and soul-improving truths, which 
discovered and prevented danger- 
ous errors, and distinguished “ true 
grace from all seemings.” He then 
asks, 

‘«‘ Shall we, that abound in truths, 
be penurious in praises? Consider, 
reader, whether spiritual truths be 
not worthy of thy choicest praises. 
Every divine truth is one of God’s 
eternal thoughts: it is heaven-born, 
and bears the image of God. Truth 
is the glory of the sacred Trinity. 
Hence the Spirit is called truth (1 
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John, v. 6.); Christ is called truth 
(John, xiv. 6.); and God himself 
is said to be the God of truth. 
Deut. xxxii. 4.) It 1s so delightful 
to him, that his eyes are ever upon 
the truth (Jer. v. 1, 3.); and when 
the only wise God wonid have men 
make a purchase, he counsels them 
to buy the truth. And is it not good 
counsel? Can you bestow your pains, 
or lay out your money better? If 
you be de ad in trespasses and sims, 
truth is the seed of a new life, of a 
heavenly birth. (James i. 18.) If 
you be in any bondage, truth can 
make you free. (John, viii. 32.) If 
compassed about with enemies, 
truth can shield thee. (Ps. xci. 4.) 
If you be full of filthy thoughts and 
lusts, or any impurities, the truth 
can sanctify you. (John, xvii. 17.) 
if darkness and faintness possess 
your souls, truth is the light and 
life of the soul. (Ps. cxix. 105.) Let 
us then advance our thoughts of 
truth, and rate it above all sublu- 
nary things, and buy it, though it 
cost us all. It is no simony 3 it is 
not too dear; you cannot overvalue 
truth. 
God, which passeth ail understand- 
ing. See how God himself estimates 
his word and truth: Thou hast mag- 
nified thy Word above all thy name. 
(Psalm cxxxvill. 2.) Whatsoever 
God i is known by, besides his word, 
is beneath his word. ‘Take the 
whole creation, which is God’s name 
in the greatest letters ; it is nothing 
to his Word and truth. Therefore 
Christ tells the Pharisees it is easier 
for heaven and earth to pass, than 
one tittle of the law to fail. If the 
least jot or tittle of law, be prized 
by God above all the world, let us 
take heed of undervaluing the great 
and glorious truths of the gospel, 
and settle it as a law upon our 
— that we can never overprize, 

r yield sufficient praise for, any 
trot. 

“Men can praise God for the 
blessings of the field, the seas, the 
woinb, and of their shops; but where 
is the man that praises God for his 
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It is sister to the peace of 
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blessing of blessings, for truth, for 
food book s, for heav enly treatises?” 
~ We may here ask, Who does not 
now think he is conferring a special! 
favour on any author, or - editor, of 
a good book, by subscribing for it; 
even when it is questionable whe- 
ther he will ever pay for it? We 
have never heard of more than one 
instance of thanksgiving for any 
book, excepting the Bible; and in 
that one,a profane clergyman, when 
requested by his companion to offer 
prayer in their chamber, before they 
retired to rest, stood up, over a 
chair, and said, “ O Lord, we thank 
thee for Mr. Bayle’s Dictionary. 
Amen.” 
“Men seldom purposely lift up 
their hearts and voices to heaven, 
9 praise God for the riches of know- 
a bestowed upon them. In good 
books, you have men’s labour. “and 
God’s truth. The tribute of thanks 
is due for both; that God enables 
men to so great labours, and that 
he conveys such precious treasure 
through earthen vessels. But that 
truth may live, and we live by truth, 
let us magnify God much for truth ; 
for his word, and for good books, 
that spring from thence. Christian 
reader, take heed of unthankful- 
ness. Spiritual mercies should have 
the quickest and fullest praises. 


Such is this work :—it 1s a prevent- 


ing mercy. By it, and others of the 

same nature, God hath made know- 
ledge to abound; the waters of the 
sanctuary are daily increased, and 
grown deep. Let not the waters of 
the sanctuary put out the fire of the 
sanctuary. If there be no praise, 
there is no fire. If thy head be hke 
a winter’s sun, full of light; and 
thy heart like a winter’s earth, with- 
out fruit, fear lest thy light end in 
utter duelenese, and the tree of know- 
ledge deprive thee of the tree of 
life.” 

With an earnest desire, that these 
sentiments may become universal 
in our country, and that the excel- 
lent Sheppard, though dead, may 
preach effectually to the present ge- 
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neration, this abridgment 1s submit- 

ied to the Christian public by their 

servant in the Lord, KE. S. Exy. 
Philadelphia, Jan. 1821. 


ee 


INTRODUCTION, 


‘The knowledge of divinity is ne- 
cessary for all sorts of men; both to 
settle and establish the good, and 
io convert and reclaim the bad. 
God’s principies pull down Satan’s 
false principles, which have been 
set up in men’s. heads, loved in 
their hearts, and defended by their 
tongues. Whilst the strong holds 
remain unshaken, the Lord Jesus 
is prevented from conquering the 
soul. 

Now spiritual truths are either 
such as tend to enlarge the under- 
standing, or such as may work 
chiefly on the emotions of the heart. 
I pass by (in this knowing age) the 
first of these, and, being among a 
people whose hearts are hard 
enough, [ begin with the latter sort: 
for although the understanding may 
literally, yet 1t never savingly en- 
tertains any truth, until the affec- 
tions are thereby wrought upon. I 
shall therefore, in this work, unfold 
the following divine principles: 

[. That there is one most glo- 
rious God. 

Il. That this God made all man- 
kind, at first, in Adam, in a most 
vlorious estate. 

[ll. That all mankind is now 
fallen from that estate, into a bot- 
tomless gulf of sin and misery. 

IV. That the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only means of redemption 
from this state. 

V. That those who are saved out 
of this woful estate by Christ, are 
very few, and that these few are 
saved with much difficulty. 

VI. That the principal cause of 
man’s eternal ruin, or the reason 
why so many are damned, and so 
few saved by Christ, is from them- 
selves. ‘They perish because of 

1. Criminal ignorance; or, 

2. Carnal security; or, 








3. Carnal confidence ; or, 
4. False faith. 


CHAPTER I. 
There is one most glorious God. 


Exxopus, xxxiui. 18. 
“IT beseech thee shew me thy glory.” 


The first divine truth, which has 
been stated, may be resolved into 
two propositions: 1. That there isa 
God; and 2. That this God is most 
glorious. 

J. Omitting many philosophical 
arguments, I will prove, That there 
is a God, atrue God; for every na- 
tion in the world before Christ’s 
coming had its god. Some wor- 
shipped the Sun; some the Moon, 
called by Ezekiel the Queen of hea- 
ven, to which they made cakes; 
some, the whole heavens; some, fire; 
some, brute beasts; some, Baal; and 
some, Moloch. ‘The Romans, says 
Varro, had six thousand gods. Im- 
prisoning the light of nature, they 
were given up to sins against na- 
ture; and either worshipped idols, 
of man’s invention, as did the igno- 
rant; or God and angels in those 
idols, as did the learned. These 
were all false gods. 

I am to prove, that there is 
one true God, the first of beings. 
Although the proving of this point 
may seem needless, because every 
man admits that there is a God; 
yet few thoroughly believe this 
point. Many of God’s children, 
who best know the human heart, 
because they only study it, have 
been bitterly assaulted with the 
temptation, Is there a God? The 
devil will sometimes undermine, 
and endeavour to blow up the 
strongest walls and bulwarks. The 
light of nature, indeed, shows, that 
there is a God; but how many are 
there, who by foul sins against their 
consciences nearly extinguish the 
light of nature; and hence, though 
they dare not conclude there is none, 
because they have some dim light 
remaining, yet in their hearts se- 
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| foundation. 
' fore, that there is a God, 


: cretly suspect and question, whe- 
‘ther there is a God? Grant, how- 


"ever, that none questions this truth, 
‘yet we that are builders must not 
| proceed to work without laying the 
It may appear, there- 


First, from his works. Rom. i. 20. 
_ When we see a stately edifice, we 


' naturally conclude, that some wise 


_ artificer has been working here; even 
‘though we behold not the builder, 
-and know not the time of its erec- 
tion. Can we then contemplate the 
“universe, and not conclude that the 
| wisdom and power of God have been 
exerted upon it; although we see 
‘not him, who is invisible, and know 
‘not the time when he began to build? 
| Every house is builded by some man; 
but he that built all things is God. 
© Heb. ii. 4. 
_ Secondly, from the word of God. 
There is such a divine majesty ma- 
nifested in the Bible; and it reveals 
‘such mysterious truths, such secret 
things, which belong to the Deity, 
that if men are not wilfully blind, 
ithey cannot but cry out, Jt is the 
voice of God, and not of man. Hence 
Calvin undertakes to prove the 
“scriptures to be the word of God, 
lrom reason, against all atheists 
under heaven. 
' Reader, hast thou not sometimes 
/thought, when hearing a sermon, 
‘that the minister was addressing 
‘none but thee, and that some one 
“must have told him what thou hast 
said, and done, and thought? Now 
-can that word which reveals the 
_ thoughts of thy mind, be any thing 
“else than the word of an all-seeing, 
 heart-searching God? 
_ Again: that word which quicken- 
eth the dead, must be God’s word. 
Now the word preached does this : 
ot makes the blind to see, the dumb 
mo speak, the deaf to hear, the lame 
‘to walk; those who never felt their 
Sins to be a burden, to mourn un- 
Mer them; and these that never 
could pray, to breathe out inde- 
‘cribable groans and sighs for their 
hiquities. . 
Si 
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Thirdly, from the children of 
God. We may read in the fore- 
heads of men, as soon as they are 
born, the sentence of death; and 
their lives show what evil hearts 
they have. Now there is a time, in 
which some of this monstrous brood 
of men are quite changed, and in 
their moral character made anew: 
so that they have new minds, new 
opinions, new desires, new joys, 
new sorrows, new speeches, new 
prayers, and new lives. Such a dif- 
ference exists between these re- 
newed and other persons, that 
others, who loved them, while they 
loved their sins, now hate them. 
Whence came this change? From 
themselves? No: for they them- 
selves once hated this new life, and 
these new men. Did they change 
to obtain credit thereby? No: for 
the change, they knew, would ex- 
pose them to be hated by father, 
mother, and friends, and to be ma- 
ligned every where. Is the change 
from ——s or insanity? They 
were indeed fools once, as are all 
natural men, in Solomon’s sense; 
yet even men comparatively sim- 
le, have been rendered more wise 
in their worldly concerns, by this 
spiritual change. But has not a 
slavish fear of hell wrought this 
alteration? Nothing has Tess in- 
fluence with them; for they would 
abhor living like slaves in Bride- 
well, and doing all from fear of the 
lash. 

Fourthly, from man’s conscience, 
which is God’s notary in every man ; 
and which tells him there is a God. 
Although men may silence con- 
science sometimes, yet in the time 
of thunder, or of some plague, like 
those of Egypt; or of death, when 
they apprehend they are near God’s 
tribunal, they acknowledge him 
clearly. Their terrors, excited by 
conscience, when like a bailiff, or 
a hangman he arrests them, prove 
that conscience has some creditor 
or judge, which gives it command: 
Whence arise these dreadful ter- 


rors in men? Not from themselves. 
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surely, for all desire to live and 
sleep in peace. Come they from 
melancholy? No: for melancholy 
comes on by degrees; but these ter- 
rors of conscience surprise the soul 
suddenly after the commission of 
some secret, foul sin, or while hear- 
ing a sermon. Moreover melancho- 
ly may be cured by medicine; but 
pangs of conscience never can. Me- 
lancholy sadness may be borne, but 
a wounded spirit, who can bear? 
Thus you see, that there is a God: 
and it is no valid objection, that ae 
have never seen his face, while his 
“back parts,” (Exod. xxxul. 23.) 
have — seen, are seen, and may 
be seen, by all the world. Should 
it be Lonacd. that all things are 
brought to pass by second causes, I 
answer; Is there no master in the 
house because the servants do all 
the work? Although ordinarily God 
accomplishes his purposes by the 
subjection of his creatures to him, 
yet we must cry out in beholding 
some special pieces of his adminis- 
tration, here is the finger of God. 

Should it be objected, that there 
is great confusion inthe world, so 
that shillings stand for pence, and 
counters for pounds ; so that the 
best men are prized at a low rate, 
and the worst men are preferred ; 
we reply, Had men eyes to see, they 
would discover a harmony in this 
discord. God resembles a wise car- 
penter, who is hewing out his work. 
There is apparently much lumber 
around us, but in the day of judg- 
ment, we shall behold infinite wis- 
dom fitting all this for his own glory, 
and the good of his people. 

It may be asked, there is a 
God, why hears he not his people’s 
prayers? Why doth he forget them 
in their necessities ? It is answered ; 
Noah’s dove returned not immedi- 
ately, with an olive branch. Prayer 
sometimes, that speeds well, re- 


turns not presently, for want of 


company enough to fetch away that 
abundance of mercy which God has 
to bestow ; but sooner or later every 
importunate prayer is answered 
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either in pence, by little and little, 
or in pounds, with interest for the 
delay. 

The doctrine that there is a God, 
is of use, 1. For the reproof of all 
atheists, either in opinion or prac- 
tice. Men that have little heads, 
little knowledge, without hearts, as 
scholars of weak brains, who are 
guided only by their books, may not 
raise their stupid minds to the be- 
holding of a first cause. The fool 
hath said in his heart, there is no 
God. Ps. xiv. 1. Are there any such 
men? worse than devils, for they 
believe and tremble. Great politi- 
cians are like children, standing on 


their heads, and shaking their heels : 


against heaven; these think reli- 
gion to be but a piece of policy, to 
keep people in awe. Profane per- 
sons, desiring to go on in sin, with- 
out check, blow out all the light of 
nature; and because they wish 
there were no God to punish, are 
willing to scruple whether there is 
any. “God may smite some noto- 
riously profligate persons with dis- 
mal blindness; and some world- 
lings may look no higher than their 
barns, no further than their shops. 


To these persons the world is af 


pearl in their eye: they cannot see 
God. QO! this is a grievous sin; 
for if no God, no heaven, no hell, 
no martyrs, no prophets, no scrip- 


tures: Christ was then a horrible 
liar and an linpostor. Other sinsh 
wrong and grieve God, and wound> 
e very heart olf 


him, but this stabs the 


God; ; it strikes at the life, and ish 


(as much as lies in sinful man) thep 
for it saith, There if 


death of God : 
no God. 


Atheists in practice, which sap 
there is a God, but in works deni} 


him, are reproved by our doctrine 
He who plucks the king from hi 
throne, is as vile as he who saith, 
he is no king. ‘These practicd 


SNA. a 


atheists, who are almost as bad ap 
atheists in opinion, these dust-heapf 
we may find in every corner. The) 
set up wealth, honour, pleasure, ap; 
parel and appetite, in ge place ¢ 
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the true God; and will do against 
him, what they dare not do against 
their idols. Every man is a practi- 
cal atheist, who does not seek for 
all he needs by prayer, and return 
all back again to God by praise. 
Our doctrine i is of use,—2. For ex- 
hortation. Oh! labour be behold 
this God. Isthere a God, and wilt 
: ? Oh! 
pass by the rivers, till thou come to 
the spring-head ; wade through all 
creatures, until thou art swallowed 
up in God. When thou seest the 
heavens, ask, Where is that great 
builder who made them? When 
thou hearest of the mutations of 
kingdoms, inquire, Where is the 
Lord of hosts? When thou tastest 
sweetness in the creature, or in 
God’s ordinances, ask, Where is 
sweetness itself? Where the per- 
fection of beauty? Where is the 
sea of these drops, the sun of these 
beams? Oh! that men _ saw this 
(sod! It is heaven to behold him. 
Thou art then in a corner of hell, 
if thou dost not, canst not behold 
him. And yet, what is less known 
than God? Who speaks of God? 
Who speaks to him? As beggars 
have learned to cant, so has many 
aman to pray. Did men behold 
the glory of God, they would be 
humbled in the dust. But oh! men 

see not God in prayer, and there- 

fore they cannot speak to him by 
prayer. Men sin, and God frowns, 
(which makes the devils quake!) 
but men’s hearts tremble not, be- 
cause they see him not. 

Oh! make choice of this God as 
thy God ; for if there is a God, and 
he 1s viet thine, what art thou the 
better ? Give away thyself wholly 
and forever to him, and he will give 
himself everlastingly unto thee. 
Seek nm, weeping, and thou shalt 
find him: bind thyself by the 
strongest oaths and bonds in cove- 
nant to be his, and he will enter in- 
to covenant with thee. Jer. xl. 3, 4 
5. Could any creature do thee good, 
without God; or could any thing 


succour thee on thy death-bed, 
Vou. IL 
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after thou hast departed from this 
world, then that creature might be 
thy god ; but since it cannot, down 

with dela. Our doctrine is of use, 

3. For comfort, to those who have 
forsaken all for God. They have 
not parted with all for nought ; with 
substance for shadows; but with 
shadows for real good. Ww hen all 
comfort is gone, they have a God to 
comfort om : ; when rest has fled, 
a God to give them rest; when they 
are dead, a God to quicken them. 
He will be their strength in weak- 
ness, and a never failing friend, 
when other friends are gone. 

II. It remains to be “shown, that 
this God is most glorious. He is so, 

In his essence, which is incom- 
prehensible. What the substance 
of the divine mind is in itself, that 
is, in its essence, neither man nor 
angel has been ableto know. Their 
cockle shell cannot comprehend the 
ocean. It requires the knowledge 
of God, to understand his essence. 
We may appr ehend, however, that 
there 1s an essence, which is the 
subject of certain attributes, and 
that this essence exceeds our com- 
prehension, and is therefore the 
more to be admired. 

2. God is glorious in his attri- 
butes. He is a spirit (John iv. 24.), 
and requires spiritual worship. He 
is the living God, who has life in 
himself, and gives life according to 
his pleasure. He is the infinite 
God. 2 Chron.vi. 18. Horrible then, 
is the least sin which strikes against 
an infinite God; and lamentable 
the state of all with whom this God 
is angry. Infinite goodness for- 
sakes them, and infinite power and 
wrath are set against them. He is 
the eternal God ; without beginning 
or endof being. Ps. lxxx. 1. He is 
an all-sufficient God. Gen. xvi. 1. 
Every thing good, gracious, glori- 
ous, and desirable for man, in ever y 


. situation, is to be found in him, and 


in him alone. He is omnipotent, 
in the execution of his pleasure. 
Yield, therefore, to him; and per- 
sist not in any one sin, lest he 
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crush thee. He is omniscient, know- 
ing every thing w hich can be known. 
Regard: not the imaginations, say- 
ings and censures of thy fellow 
men ; but God, who beholds thee 
in every place, and records every 
action, that he may disclose it in 
the day of judgment. Fear to sin 
in secret; and mourn for thy se- 
cret sins, of negligence, hypocrisy, 
whoredom and profaneness, with an 
earnest desire for pardon, and with 
admiration at his patience, who, 
having seen, has not damned thee. 
God is true. He means to do as he 

saith ; and represents things as they 
are. Let every child of God, there- 
fore, be comforted by his promises ; 
and every wicked man expect the 
execution of his threatenings, not- 
withstanding his delay; for the 
longer justice is in drawing his 
bow, the deeper will the arrows of 
vengeance strike. God is holy ; 
let us therefore be holy, for without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord. 
Finally, he is just and merciful ; 
just in himself, and so will punish 
all sin: merciful in the face of 
Christ, and so will punish no sins in 
believers: Christ having already 
borne their punishment for them. 
He is a just God, against a hard- 
hearted sinner; a merciful God 
towards a humble sinner. He is 
not all mercy, and no justice; nor 
all justice, and no mercy. Submit 
to him, and his mercy embraces you; 
resist him, and his justice pursues 
you. 

3. God is glorious in his persons. 
The Father is called the Father of 
of glory (1 Cor. ii. 8.) ; and the Spi- 
rit, the Spirit of glory. (1 Pet. iv. 
14 ) The Father is glorious in elec- 
tion, the Son in redemption, and the 
Spirit in his work of application: 
the Father, in choosing the house ; 
the Son, in buying the house; and 
the Spirit, in dwelling in the house, 
that is, in the heart of a poor, lost 
sinner. 

4. God is glorious in his works, 
of creation and government. When 
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glory (Eph. i. 17.); Christ the Lord | 
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we contemplate him as the maker 
and governor of all worlds, we may 
well  wolider. that he should look 
upon such worms as we are; that 
he should provide for, and protect 
us; that he should sacrifice his Son, 
call to us, strive with us, and wait 
for us, to give away himself, and 
all he is worth, to us!’ We should 
fear this God, when we come before 
him; but oh! how rudely, in what 
a slovenly manner do men go about 
every holy duty! 


(To be continued.) 


eviews. 


Review of Dr. Miller’s Sermon. 


On the 19th of October, 1820, the 
Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D. preached 
a Sermon in Baltimore, at the ordi- 
nation of the Rev William Nevins 
to the ministerial office. The ser- 
mon, and the Cuarcers addressed 











to the pastor and people of the First 


Presbyterian Church in that city, 
by the Rev. Elias Harrison, of Alex- 
andria, have been published in a 
very handsome style, and are wor- 
thy of extensive circulation. Dr. M. 
has exhibited some of “ the dangers 
and temptations which attend the 
preaching of the gospel in great ci- 
ties 3”° and some of the reasons 
which render it “ of peculiar impor- 
tance that the gospel should be 
plainly and faithfully preached in 
such places.” He remarks, 


“ There is, if I mistake not, a sort of 
intensity of character imparted to the in- 
habitants of great cities, an intensity ge- 
nerated and nourished, by the alinost 
constant intercourse of persons of like 
tuste and employment, and by the un- 
ceasing stimulants which such intercourse 

calculated to apply. In no places on 
earth, assuredly, do we find such ex- 
tremes of character; such exalted vir- 
tue, and diabolical vice; such fervent 
piety, and daring profaneness; such no- 
ble generosity, and sordid selfishness, 2s 
in great cities. We are told, in the land 
of our fathers, the phrase, ‘ London piety,’ 
is often emploved to express the highest 
degree of heavenly-mindedness; and 
‘London vice, the most degrading and 
shocking depravity. We may apply the 





so le Dag 
aes ies 





LEY SSE Saree 














$a 
pl 
co 
mt 
rr 
ih 
as 
by 
pl 
W 
ce 
to 
pe 
ce 


ti 
w 




















J an, 


aker 


may 
look 
that 
ytect 
Son, 
walt 
and 
ould 
fore 
vhat 
pout 


of 
in- 


TP. 
ww 


Ost 


cl 





























1821. 


same remark, with some degree of pro- 
priety, to every great city. Cities are 
ct ommonly the grand theatres on which 

both the good and the bad display their 
greatest energies. Now, as in all society, 
ihe bad form by far the largest part ; and 
as their follies and vices are heightened 
by the circumstances in which they are 
placed in a great city; there, of course, 
we must expect to find, in its most con- 
centrated virulence, whatever is hostile 
to the purity and simplicity of the gos- 
pel, and whatever is opposed to the suc- 
cess and enjoyment of a gospel minister.” 


He then proceeds to show, par- 
ticularly, that “the accumulated 
wealth, and the consequent luxury 
and dissipation” of great cities; 
“ the refinements of philosophy, 
falsely so called, which are apt to 
reign, im a peculiar degree,’ in 
them; the “ peculiar demand: fax 
smooth and superficial preaching’ 
among people of “ polished and fa- 
shionable society ;” the familiarity 
with death, and the frequency and 
publicity of gross vices, in populous 
places ; and the love of variety and 
fondness for religious dissipation, 
which are too prevalent in them, 
present “serious obstacles to the 
plain and faithful preaching of the 
gospel.”” The following remarks 
ought to be attentively considered: 


** When a minister is settled in a retired 
situation, orin a town where there is but 
a single church, and but seldom an op- 
portunity of comparing the ministrations 
of others with jhis, he has, comparatively, 
an easy task. He is, ina great measure, 
free from that peculiar pressure, whicha 
very different state of things imposes on 
the city pastor. In great cities there is 
created a sort of morbid appetite for vari- 
ety, and for an excessive quantity, as well 
as delicacy, of public preaching. There is 
such an easy access to every sort of ta- 
lent and manner, that it cannot fail of be- 
ing extremely difficult for any one man 
to keep together, and to satisfy, a large 
congregation. If he hope to do it, he 
must not only preach the pure gospel, 
with diligence and with power; but he 
must also labour, as far as is lawful, to 
give his people that variety and richness 
of matter, which may be adapted to the 
various tastes of those who attend on his 
ministry. He must labour, as our Lord 
expresses it, like a good householder, to 
bring forth out of his treusure things new 
and old. He must, as the apostle, in 
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writing to Timothy, exhorts-—He must 


give attention to reading, as well as to ex- 


hortation: he must meditate upon these 
things, and give himself wholly to them, that 
his profiting may appear unto all. 

‘But that love of variety, which is pe- 
cuharly strong in the inhabitants of great 
cities, ‘and w hich a city pastor must make 
peculiar exertions to ‘consult, and, as far 
us is proper, to satisfy, is not the whole 
of his dificulty. There is also a tendency 
in large towns, where public exercises 
of religion abound, and where some 
churches, of one denomination or ano- 
ther, are almost always open; there isa 
tendency among many professors of reli- 
g10n, otherwise exemplary, by far too 
much to neglect the duties of the closet, 
and of the family, and to be almost per- 
petually engaged in attending on public 
services. I am a warm friend, not only 
to a punctual attendance on the stated 
service of the house of God on the Sab- 
bath; but also to an attendance on prayer 
meetings, and other similar exercises, as 
Providence may afford an opportunity, in 
the course of the week. The person who 
has it in his power to attend such meet- 
ings, but has no taste for it, and seldom 
or never appears at them, gives too much 
reason to fear that if he have real reli- 
gion at all, it is at a very low ebb in his 
soul. Nay, I have no doubt that, where 
the principle of piety is in a lively and 
growing state, such meetings will be re- 
garded as a feast, and there will be a de- 
sire to enjoy them as often as is con- 
sistent with the other duties of the Chris- 
tian life. But this desire may be, and 
often has been, indulged to excess; espe- 
cially by parents and heads of families. 
Many hasten from church to church, and 
from one social meeting to another, until 
every hour on the Sabbath, and every 
evening in the week, are employed in 
public services. In fact, they seem to 
think that they serve God acceptably just 
in proportion to the number of public ex- 
ercises on which they can attend. This 
religious dissipation—for it really appears 
to me to deserve no better name—is pro- 
ductive of multiplied evils. It interferes, 
almost entirely, with that calm self exa- 
mination, and self converse, which are so 
essential to a life of growing piety. It 
abridges, or prevents, in a most fatal de- 
gree, “that faithful instruction of children 
and servants, which is indispensable to 
training up a family in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. And it tends to sur- 
charge the mind with an amount of spiri- 
tual provision, which is never properly 
digested, or likely to be advantageously 
applied. The consequence is, that the 
young and rising generation, in such fa- 
milies, are never prepared by adequate 
training at home to hear the gospel with 
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profit. While those who are more ad- 
vanced in life, taking little or no time for 
meditation and reading in private, do not 
grow as they ought in scriptural know- 
ledge, and remain but babes, while they 
ought to be strong men in Christ.” 


Yet in these great cities, it is of 


peculiar importance that the gospel 
should be preached most plainly and 
pow erfully, because of the “inten- 
sity of character usually observa- 
ble” in them. 


It is a maxim, among wise physicians, 
that the most strongly marked diseases, 
call for the most bold and vigorous treat- 
ment. ‘To counteract a poison of pecu- 
liar virulence, remedies of the most ac- 
tive character must be employed. So it 
is in the moral and_ spiritual world. 
Where difficulties more than commonly 
powerful and obstinate exist, remedies of 
corresponding potency ought to be sought 
and diligently applied. Since, then, the 
gospel of Christ exhibits the only ade- 
quate remedy for human depravity and 
inisery, it ought to be preached with 
peculiar plainness, fidelity and perse- 
verance, wherever the diseases which it 
it is intended to heal, reign with more 
than ordinary malignity.”’ 

Again: 1n great cities, “ the gos- 
pel is commonly addressed to great- 
er numbers at once than in more re- 
tired places ;” these cities form 
“the most vital portion” of the 
country in which they are situated ; 
in them “there is apt to be less 
reading, less retired devotion, less 
patient use of the private means of 
crowing in knowledge, than are 
commonly found in other places ;”’ 
and in them, “the faithful, popular 
preacher will, almost ev ery Sab- 
bath, address a number of stran- 
gers, who flock to the metropolis, 
on business or pleasure, from every 
part of the surrounding country ; 
and who, if they be benefited them- 
selves by his “labours, will carry 
with them a portion of the sacred 
treasure, wherever they sojourn, or 
wherever they abide.” « Finally ; 
in a large city, as we have seen, 
there is gene) ‘ally collected a much 
greater amount of intellectual pow- 
er, of literary attainment, and of 
pecuniary means, than are to be 
found in other places.” For all 
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these reasons, it is peculiarly im- 

portant that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ shouid be proclaimed i in the 
most scriptural manner in our po- 
pulous cities. This illustration of 
his subject, Dr. M. has followed 
with a suitable and very appropri- 
ate address to his young friend and 
pupil, Mr. Nevins. The discourse 
was well timed, and manifests such 
decision on the fundamental point 
of our Saviour’s DEITY, as we could 
wish all the author’s brethren in 
the ministry might imitate. “ In 
great cities,” he says, “ likewise, or 
at least, in states of society similar 
to what is commonly found in such 
places, has gener rally commenced 
that fatal decline from orthodoxy, 

which began, perhaps, with calling 
in question some of what are styled 
the more rigid peculiarities: of re- 
ceived creeds, and ended in em- 
bracing the dreadful, soul-destroy- 

ing errors of Arius or Socinus.” 

To this remark Dr. M. has append- 

ed the following note : 


“The above language, concerning the 
destructive nature of the Arian and Soci- 
nian heresies, has not been adopted light- 
ly ; ; but is the result of serious delibera- 
tion, and deep conviction. And in con- 
formity with this view of the subject, the 
author cannot forbear to notice and record 
a declaration made to himself, by the late 
Dr. Priestley, two or three years before the 
decease of that distinguished Unitarian. 
The conversation was a free and amica- 
ble one, on some of the fundamental doc- 
trines of religion. In reply to a direct 
avowal on the part of the author that he 
was a Trinitarian and a Calvinist, Dr. 
Priestley said—‘ Ido not wonder that you 
Calvinists entertain and express a strong- 
ly unfavourable opinion of us Unitarians. 
The truth is, there neither can nor ought 
to be, any compromise between us. If 
you are right, we are not Christians at 
all; and if we are right, you are gross 
idolaters.” These were, as nearly as can 
be recollected, the words, and, most ac- 
curately, the substance of his semark. 
And nothing, certainly, can be more just 
Between those who believe inthe divini- 
ty and atonement of the Son of God, and 
those who entirely reject both, ‘ there is 
a great gulf fixed,’ which precludes all 
ecclesiastical intercourse. The former 
may greatly respect and love the latter, 
on account of other qualities and attain- 
ments; but certainly cannot regard them 
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F as Christians, in any correct sense of the 
ay ord ; 


or as any more In the way of sal- 


f yation, than Mahommedans or Jews.” 


occasion, 
enjoining 


The charges by the Rev. Mr. Har- 


| ison, partake a little too much of 


the character of essays ; for, in our 


, opinion, the person ‘who performs 


the office assigned to him, on this 
should consider himself as 
a summary of ministerial 


oO 
=» 


‘duty, in behalf of the Presbytery 
‘which he represents; and in the 
name of the Great Head of the 


church, 


should charge the pastor 


and people, before God and the elect 


_ angels, 


as one having authority; and 


; abt pre into laboured discussions 


and remonstrances. There is a 
creat deal of good sense, however, 


in the following extract, with which 


' we conclude this article. 


* Give your minister sufficient time to 


‘study; and occasional opportunities for 
} relaxation from the dutics of the study. 
| There is, I find, a very mistaken impres- 
Psion gone abroad in the w orld, with re- 


spect to this matter also. Multitudes sup- 
pose, that, as a clergyman has but little 


3 bodily labour to undergo, therefore the 


| life which he lives, must of necessity be 


' a very easy one, to say the least of it, if 


> nota very lazy one. 


They seem to ima- 


gine, that he ought to be able to preach 
F not only at any time, but at all times: 
| and that, too, with the same appropriate- 
' ness of subject—the same excellency and 
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variety of matter—the same elegance 


and polish of diction—and the same ani- 


mation and impressiveness of manner. 
And it is a fact, that he is often made the 
subject of severe censure and animaciver- 
sion, because he will not preach more 
than three or four times in a week, be- 
sides attending to all his other parochial 
duties. If, brethren, ministers at the pre- 
sent day are influenced i in the same man- 
ner as the apostles were, i. e. by the in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, this impres- 
sion is then undoubtedly correct. If, how- 
ever, it appear, that they are nothing 
more than mere men after all—prepos- 


_) sessed of nothing more than ordinary ca- 
} pacities, and capable of acquiring nothing 
} except through the same means which 
) are made use of for this purpose by other 


persons ; that is, by the most patient, la- 
borious, and persevering exertions: if 
this be true, as it most assuredly i is, the 
impression is not only an injurious one, 
but such as no person of generous feeling 
ought to harbour in his bosom for a sin- 
gle moment, Iam no advocate for indo- 
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lence, among any class of people: much 
less among the clergy. I know that much 
is expected of them—much ought to be 
expected of them: and if they perform 
their duty, in reference to the account 
which they must at last give of the man- 
ner in which they have discharged their 
stewardship, I know they will never be 
satisfied, without doing every thing that 
they well can do. But I must protest, 
and I do, most solemnly, against ever 
loading them with any “burden, which 
they are not ableto bear. Let them only 
be treated with the same deference to 
feeling, and the sume regard to comfort, 
as other people are; and if they are not 
satisfied with this, they will have nobody 
to blame but themselves. 

1f, then, my brethren, you wish your 
minister to be respectable—if you expect 
instruction from his public muinistrations 
—if you desire him to present the truths 
of the gospel in such a manner as to ar- 
rest, and keep up the attention—if you 
wish him to arouse those that are slum- 
bering—to establish those that are wa- 
vering—to animate those who are des- 
ponding—to console those who are afflict- 
ed; and in one word, to perform his duty 
with fidelity to himself, and with benefit 
to you, we charge you, not to lay too 
much upon him. Allow him always suf- 
ficient time to prepare himself before- 
hand: and never find fault with him for 
not doing, what in the nature of the case 
it was not possible that he could do. Be 
mutual helps and comforts to one another 
—forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another in love. If there be any 
strife between you, let it always be, who 
shall be most forward in advancing the 
interests of our Redeemer’s kingdom.” 


A) ¥ E 
4 


4e We 


Review of Dr. Bovell’s 8 


A Sermon delivered in Jonesborough, 
Ten. at the opening of the Abingdon 
Presbytery, 27th of March, 1820, by 
Stephen Bovell, D. D. and published 
at the request of the Presbytery. 

[t appears from the preface, that 
the publication of this sermon was 
desired by a majority of the Pres- 
bytery of ‘Abingdon ; and earnestly 
opposed by one clergyman and two 
elders. “The principal reason of- 
fered for their dissent was, that 
they did not wish to encourage reli- 
eious contention :” but the author 
“trusts that he is at least of as 
peaceable a spirit as those gentle- 
men.” 


—— 


Sermon. 





sal 





ss 


~ 


‘© He too ex animo, avows the name of 


Presbyterian, and in consistency, as he 
thinks, with such an avowal hasaimed in his 
sermon to attach his brethren more firm- 
ly to that excellent form of sound words 
professedly received and adopted by every 
officer of the Presbyterian church. This 
he humbly hoped from the manner in 
which he attempted to perform it, would 
have been a peaceable, or at least an in- 
offensive measure. How it has happened 
that the hearing of the sermon awakened 
in some of the brethren a whole train of 
martial ideas, appears to him not a little 
mysterious. Is it then come to this, that 
every commendation of the public stan- 
dard of our church must be denounced as 
a measure calculated to promote religious 
warfare? If the following sermon shall 
appear to its readers to be of such a cha- 
racter, let them treat it and its author 
with merited contempt. But if it shall 
appear to breathe a spirit of peace, it is 
hoped its\readers will profit by its peru- 
sal.” 

Dr. Bovell is a modest, sensible, 
peaceable, sound divine; and any 
person who could detect in this dis- 
course a love of controversy, or a 
contentious spirit, must have been 
put upon the scent by some expe- 
rienced huntsman, after the little 


foxes, that spoil the vines bearing 


tender grapes. 
“Hold tast the form of sound 


words, which thou hast heard of 


me,” is the Doctor’s text; from 
which he deduces the following pro- 
pOSsitions ¢ 


“T. It is very important that we should 
be well established in the great funda- 
mental principles of religion, 

“II. Sound principles have the most 
effectual tendency to produce right 
practice. 

“IIf. It is the duty of professors with 
unshaken constancy to retain those pure 
uid wholesome doctrines in which they 
have been instructed by aged, and expe- 
rienced teachers.” 

Are these military posts, for 
which Presbyterians war among 
themselves ? Surely there ought to 
be no contention about the funda- 
mental principles of religion, be- 
tween Christian ministers, who have 
solemnly assented to the same form 
of sound words. That other deno- 
minations should assail some of our 
out-works, and even our citadel, 
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hut ] 
might be expected ; but really, we & ses w 
must be in a deplor able state, if them. 
there is much diversity of opinion a 
in our presbyteries, about the being FF ily 
and essence of God, the fall and & from 


depravity of mankind, the deity of § sacre 


Christ, the justification of believers phi 
. b 
on account of the righteousness of B ange 


Christ, the necessity of regenera- § direc 
tion, the work of continued sancti- the s 
fication, the resurrection of the — ‘ing 
dead, and a future state of happi- °° 
ness or misery. In Dr. Bovell’s & .. + 
statement of fundamental doctrines, & press 
he differs nothing from the West- — same 
minster Confession of Faith, and — ¢' 
nothing from the Bible. The points pric 
concerning which he must have F attac 
been obnoxious to the views off by o 
some, we apprehend to be these: | the « 


‘ . . iS We 
*‘ That it pleased God in the exercise of Wil 


his everlasting and boundless love, to pur- 


~“e) 
pose the redemption, regeneration, and la 
final glorification of an innumerable mul- & j,,. , 
titude of the fallen race of Adam—that in prop 
pursuance of this eternal purpose of his ing 
grace, he hath sent into the world, his F 9.7, 
only begotten Son, that he might put — of ag 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself, and FF . yh 
bring to the mansions of everlasting hap- FB» ..1; 
piness, all those who should obey him: — ,,,,, 
And that in their effectual calling and & ,:,,. 
conversion, he communicates freely to F ..,:, 


them that grace in Christ Jesus, which & ,,,, 
was engaged to him as the surety of his Fe « 
chosen people from the ages of eternity.” Fy y, 

“That it is the very righteousness of B poo. 
the Redeemer itself, and not simply the F aap, 
| benefits resulting from it, which is im- F +), 
puted to the believing sinner for his jus- 





: P you 
tification. ‘This is his name whereby he fF) Joc, 
shall be called, The Lord our Righteous- [7 41);,, 
ness.’ Those to whom the righteousnes: amo 
of Christ is imputed, are legally justified. e| join 
They shall not come into condemnation, fF) the 
but are passed from death unto life.” Pe bilit 

We cannot but think these state- | ~~ 
ments to be scriptural, and they | stat 
have our most hearty approbation, |) has 





as truths of God. The following | 4 chu 
extracts present a fair specimen ef : a 
Dr. Bovell’s manner of writing, and | - ncn 
at the same time are calculated to Swe 
do good to those, whose feeble |} con 
minds have begun to question the |) cl 


. § freg 
utility of any ecclesiastical creeds. | apa 


“It seems also that he required Timo- : we 
thy not any to retain the substance of the @ thar 
| doctrines which he had delivered to him, 
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5 frequent and loud in their complaints re- 


/ pression while we 


iSO, 


hut likewise to adhere to the very phra- 
ses which he had employed to express 
them. ‘Hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of me.’ 
This injunction, as it seems to us, virtu- 
ally prohibits all unnecessary deviations 
from the ong modes of expressing 
sacred things. e think, moreover, that 

it forbids or DiGi es the sup posi- 
tion, that when different persons use 
language which in its plain meaning is 
directly opposite, they intend to inculcate 
the same evangelical truths. The same 
thing we grant, may be expressed with 
considerable variety of phrase, but it can 
never be necessary or expedient to de- 
part from the customary modes of ex- 
attach to them the 


' same ideas as the rest of mankind do. 


We may flatter our pride with the idea 
that it discovers a noble spirit of inde- 
pendence to divest our minds of a servile 
attachment to the forms of speaking used 
y our predecessors, and those who had 
‘a care of our religious education. But 
is not truth immutable in its nature? 
Will not the same principles which are 
sound and true, at any given period, be 

also sound in all ages following ? Can it 
be necessary then, can it consist with 
propriety to invent novel and ever vary- 
ing modes of expression to teach those 
divine fundamental truths which no lapse 


| of ages can change ? Can the adoption of 
ambiguous phrases under pretence of su- 


» perior 
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light, serve any other purpose 
than to perplex the minds of plain Chris- 
tians, and occasion disputation upon 
points in relation to which it is alleged, 
there is no material difference ? 

** Upon the whole we cannot but think, 
it would be sound wisdom to pay greater 
regard than we have done, to the advice 
administered so earnestly by St. Paul to 
the Corinthian church: Now 1 beseech 
you brethren by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you: but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind, and in 
the same judgment. We confess our ina- 
bility to devise a better plan for attaining 
and preserving harmony in opinion, than 


|) to adhere to the plain simple manner of 
) stating the doctrines of the gospel which 
a has 
§ church. 


for ages been customary in our 
Should we all agree to speak 
the same thing, to adopt and adhere to 
the same form of words, no doubt would 
remain but that we had one meaning. This, 
we think, would not be an unreasonable 
compromise for the sake of peace; espe- 


cially on the part of those who are so 


specting religious faction. It would not, 
we think, be paying greater deference 
than we owe to thane venerable mei of 
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preceding ages, who, with pious care, 
and probably, not without many prayers 
for Supreme aid, have drawn up for our 
instruction and establishment in the faith, 
so excellent a system of sound and whole- 
some doctrines as that contained in ou 
confession of faith.” 

“Religious creeds are useful not only 
for instruction, but they serve, if used 
properly, as a bond of union among the 
disciples of Christ. We find those so- 
cieties which have no particular system ot 
religious doctrines, divided in sentiment, 
and not unfrequently their diversity in 
opinions proves the occasion of their dis- 
solution and overthrow. In churches 
which have adopted particular systems ot 
doctrine, every member admitted has a 
fair opportunity of knowing what are the 
tenetsto which he is required to subscribe; 
and the consequence, in general, is, that 
in those churches, there is more unity of 
faith, more order and harmony, and less 
danger of divisions to weaken and dis 
solve them.” 


— —— 


Review of Elliott’s Sermon. 

The Causes of our Fear, and the Grounds 
of our Encouragement:—a Sermon, 
preached August 31st, 1820: being a 
day of humiliation, thanksgiving, and 
prayer, recommended by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
By the Rev. David Elliott, pastor of 
the congregation of Upper West Cono- 
cocheague. 


Our author has justly remarked, 
that “occasional sermons seldom 
travel far, or live long, except it be 
in the hearts of those ° whose partia- 
lity first drags them into light.” 
What then? Should they not be 
published? If they were worth 
preaching and hearing, the >y are 
worth printing and reading also; 
andl when sermonizers, or their au- 
ditors, are both able and willing to 
circulate some inpressive sermon, 
as a religious tract, they ought to 
do it, from love of the “truth, and 
from a desire to win souls to Christ. 
Some one discourse, which our peo- 
ple may think uncommonly good, 
merely on account of its appropri- 
ateness and adaptation to their state 
of feeling, being printed, and read 
by them in their families, may be 
productive of more substantial re- 
sults than a hundred sermons, equal- 

_ ly meritorious in themselves, but not 
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equally calculated to arrest the at- 
tention, and mould the feelings of a 
coner egation. 

It i is sometimes objected, against 
the publication of new sermons, that 
there are enough already extant, 
which far excel ‘them. This state- 
ment may be true; but, again we 
ask, what then? Shall a minister of 
the gospel never preach any new 
sermons, because he cannot frame 
better ones than many which he has 
already delivered? Shall hundreds 
of good, evangelical preachers never 
attempt to utter their own addresses 
to their people, because they are 
not so intrinsically valuable as thou- 
sands, which they might find in their 
libraries, and which ° were in print 
before they were born? 

For the same reason that we 
would wish public teachers to de- 
liver sermons of their own forma- 
tion, we would desire pastors, when 
able, to print some of their writings, 
for the perusal of their parishioners 
and friends. They will in many in- 
stances be pondered, when their au- 
thors have gone hence, to the world 
of spirits ; and they may be better 
to those who preserve them, than 
many other religious publications, 
superior in their own nature, be- 
cause they will, in reading, asso- 
ciate with the matter, the well re- 
membered manner, and all the mo- 
ral excellence of their spiritual 
guides. Whitefield’s sermons have 
never, in the perusal, given any per- 
sons, but those who remember to 
have heard the author preach, very 
high satisfaction; yet to those, they 
have been superlativ ely good. 

Write on, then, we w ould say to 
our brother Elliott, (for he is a good 
writer,) and send forth your ser- 
mons, as little messengers of good, 
or aS missionaries in your name, 
and that of your divine Master, to 
warn sinners, and comfort saints, 
when you are dead. 

In the sermon before us, Mr. FE. 
endeavours to exhibit some causes 
of national fear, and others of en- 


couragement, with a view to pro- | 














JAN. 


mote, at the same time, public hu- 
miliation and thanksgiving. 

Among the things whiche are “cer 
tainly enough to make us fear that 
the Lord may visit us in judgment,” 
he enumerates the prevalence of infi- 
delity, especially among the mem. 
bers of our national legislature, some 
of whom, “ on all occasions, evince 
the most deadly hostility to religion, 
and who oppose every measure, 
which has for its object the exten- 
sion of Christianity.” “Such a spi- 
rit of ‘infidelity, discharging its ve- 
nom in our public councils, like a 
cancer near the heart, greatly 
threatens our national health. And 
itis time, my brethren, that men of 
all political parties, who consider 
the favour of God necessary to na- 
tional prosperity, should set their 
faces against the introduction of 
men into our public councils, who 
are known to be hostile to religion. 
We ask no man to abandon his po- 
litical creed, but as a Christian we 
would plead with him to guard the 
sanctuary where he worships.” To 
all this we say, amen and amen. 
Let professing Christians of ev ery 
denomination : and political section 
determine, as honest men, that no 
avowed enemy of C hristianity, whe- 
ther he be a federalist, a republican, 
or a democrat, shall receive their 
suffrage for any office in the state 
or nation, and then we might expect 

a speedy reformation. Even the 
infidel intriguers for office would 
then, from pr rudence, ; impose on their 
tongues and pens such a restraint as 
would be beneficial to the commu- 
nity. These enemies of Christ might 
not become any better at heart, but 
they would be less detrimental to 
the morals of society. 

Another cause of fear, which Mr. 
E. mentions, is the existence of the 
evil of slavery in our otherwise 
highly favoured country. On this 


subject he is judicious in his re- 
marks; for he neither condemns 
all slaveholders, under all circum- 
stances as thieves and robbers, nor 
justifies the commencement, the ex- 
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tension, the perpetuation of the evil. 
in a note he says, 


“When the author speaks of the cri- 
minality of slavery, he would not be un- 
derstood as implicating all who are slave- 
holders. By the errors of their ances- 
tors, it is admitted, that men may be 
placed in a situation to render the libera- 
uon of their slaves impracticable. Such 
a measure might put their own lives in 
jeopardy, and endanger the moral and 
political safety of the community. Hence 
on the principles of self defence and 
common good, they can hardly, in such 
cases, be chargeable with crime for hold- 
ing them in servitude, provided they use 
their efforts to prepare the way for their 
liberation, as soon as practicable, by mo- 
ralinstruction and otherwise. But when 
men, by their own act, assume the right 
of sacrificing the liberty of their fellow 
men; and when they sanction the crimes 
of those who introduced slavery into our 
country, by extending it, we cannot on 
Christian principles, nor yet on the 
broader principles of natural right, ac- 
quit them of guilt. And indeed, in all 
cases, in which men lend their efforts 
either directly or indirectly, with a view 


to perpetuate slavery, we are not among | 


those who would venture to pronounce 
them innocent.” 


Of the national constitution he 
asserts, that 


It gives no encouragement to the de- 
struction of human liberty, and the sale 
of human blood. It is admitted, indeed, 
that there are almost insurmountable ob- 
stacles tothe removal of this evil. But 
if there were a disposition to remove it, 
as Providence might open the way, the 
will would be accepted for the deed, and 
the displeasure of heaven might be avert- 
ed. But while our nation continues to 
assume the crime and extend the evil, 
we can look for nothing but some dread- 
ful visitation of God, when perhaps § the 
iniquity of the futhers shall be visited on 
the children to the third and fourth ge- 
neration. Whatever men of the pre- 
sent age may say or think on this sub- 
ject, posterity will testify that our fears 
have not been groundless.” 


The next cause of fear, stated by 
our author, is “the negligence of 
magistrates and people in suppress- 
ing vice, and enforcing respect to 
the laws.”” This is truly a deplo- 
rable evil; and we regret to say, 
that too many justices of the peace, 


and other magistrates, consider that 
Vor. I. 
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they are not bound to suppress or 
punish vice, when publicly commit- 
ted before their own eyes, unless a 
formal complaint is lodged against 
the culprits, by some of their Salle 
citizens. Yes, and it is a grievous 
thing, that however vicious a magis- 
trate himself may be, he is consi- 
dered as liable to be removed from 
office for nothing but official misde- 
meanor. Hence, if a justice sins 
not as a justice, he may be a lewd 
or drunken magistrate to the day 
of his death. When respectable 
men, who do not wish to live upon 
the crimes of society, shall become 
magistrates, from love to Christ, 
and the public welfare, then, and 
not before can we expect vice, as 
ashamed, to hide its head. At pre- 
sent, every one knows, that very 
many of the magistrates of Penn- 
sylvania, are not the most steady, 
substantial, moral and influential 
men in their respective counties ; 
and that in some places the office 
has been so degraded, that scarcely 
an honourable man would be willing 
to receive an appointment to it, lest 
he should be thought to be a needy 
scrivener, or a sower of contention. 
“If men whose business it is to exe- 
cute the laws, sit by and connive at 
their infraction; and if the people 
either refuse to assist, or in any 
way prevent the wholesome opera- 
tion of the laws, we shall have rea- 
son to fear for the prosperity of our 
country.” 

As other causes of fear, Mr. FE. 
names “ the lukewarmness and in- 
difference to the interests and ex- 
tension of vital piety, which in 
many places prevail :”’—* the angry 
political dissentions which at pre- 
sent obtain to analarming extent :” 
and “ the partial existence of God’s 
judgments in our land.” On the 
subject of party spirit, we would 
recommend the following remarks 
to the serious attention of our read- 
ers. 

“But our own State is particularly 


marked by party dissentions. Among us, 
the demon of political discord seems tc 
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have taken up his residence. Here he 
lights his torch, and marches abroad in all 
his giant strength. Here he marshals his 
forces, inflames their passions, and rouses 
their antipathies. And here, while the 
guardian spirits of the just, look down 
with wonder and amazement, at the angry 
conflict, he exults, and revels in the de- 
solations which his magic hand has 
wrought. 

“But to speak without a figure, my 
brethren, it is manifest that party dissen- 
tions have far transcended the limits 
which either religion, or policy, or patri- 
otism, Or common prudence would pre- 
scribe. Diversity of political views will 
exist. And we would not condemn tem- 
perate discussions in relation both to pub- 
lic men, and public measures. These, 
as well as the free exercise of the elec- 
tive franchise, may be necessary to guard 
the purity, and ensure the permanence 
of our institutions. But ‘ whatever is 
more than these, cometh of evil.? When 
party rancour seizes the public mind, the 
most serious evils result. The bonds of 
society are loosened, its morals are cor- 
rupted, mutual confidence is destroyed, 
religious zeal is extinguished, and in 
short, almost every thing that is valuable 
to the State, is merged, and lost in the 
foaming cataract of passion. 

“ And think you, brethren, that such 
a state of things furnishes no cause of 
alarm? When we see the best interests of 
society sacrificed to the strife of party, 
have we not reason to fear for the safety 
of the commonwealth ? We are persuad- 
ed that every reflecting man, to whatever 
party he may belong, must view with se- 
rious concern, the present state of acri- 
monious feeling throughout our once 
happy community.” 


We turn from these occasions for 
fear, to more welcome consider- 
ations, to some of “ the grounds of 
our encouragement.” 


“In the first place, here, we remark, 
that it is an encouraging circumstance 
that the extension of Christianity is pa- 
tronised by some of the highest officers 
of our country. The funds which Con- 
gress have placed at the disposal of the 
President of the United States, for the 
civilization of the Indian tribes, we are 
authorized to state, will be applied by him 
to that object, through the medium of 
religious associations. Part of them has 
already been applied in this way, and the 
late Osage mission has gone out under 
the acknowledged patronage and protec- 
tion of the government of our country. 
The President himself has visited some 
of our missionary stations, and expressed 
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his satisfaction at observing the zealous 
efforts which were making for the pro- 
gress of the good cause. By these acts, 
he has evinced a willingness that Chris- 
tian instruction should be combined with 
the arts of civilization, and at the same 
time, to favour the progress and exten- 
sion of our holy religion. 

‘That the circumstance of governmen- 
tal patronage to the cause of Christianity, 
1s encouraging in a national point of view, 
we may iearn from the fact, that nations 
are often dealt with in the providence of 
God, according to the character and pub- 
lic acts of their rulers. Thus the Lord 
‘gave Israel up, because of the sins of 
Jeroboam.’ (2 Kings, xiv. 16.) And ‘Ju- 
dah was removed out of his sight, for the 
sins of Manassah.’ (2 Kings, xxiv. 3.) 
While on the other hand, the Lord de- 
clared that ‘he would defend Jerusalem, 
to save it (from the Assyrian army) not 
only for his own sake, but, also, for Ads 
servant David’s sake” (2 Kings, xix. 34.) 
If, therefore, God is propitious to a na- 
tion, or otherwise, according to the cha- 
racter and public acts of its rulers, we 
may hope that the patronage of our go- 
vernment to Christianity will not be dis- 
regarded by him, who watches over and 
controls the destiny of nations.” 


Mr. E. proceeds to consider, “ the 
noble, pious and liberal efforts 
which are making throughout our 
land, for the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom;” the disposi- 
tion in our national and state go- 
vernments to acknowledge God, in 
the mercies and judgments with 
which our nation 1s visited; “the 
continued displays of divine mercy 
towards us, notwithstanding the 
partial evils under which we suf- 
fer;?? and “the promises of God,” 
as so many “ grounds of our encour- 
agement amidst the fears which the 
aspect of our affairs is calculated to 
generate in our bosoms.” The na- 
tional and state acknowledgments 
of God’s providence to which he re- 
fers, are the several appointments of 
“ days of public humiliation, thanks- 
giving and prayer,” in which the 
different religious communities, 
with the exception of the Quakers, 
have cheerfully acquiesced. Itis to 
be remarked, here, however, that 
our civil rulers pretend to no other 
power in this matter, than that of 
recommendation; and the hearty 
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compliance of the people in gene- 
‘al, “evinces a disposition to re- 
cognise the providence of God in 
the events of the nation.” The 


Friends no doubt would have join- | 


ed more frequently with their fel- 
low citizens in observing special 
seasons for thanksgiving and prayer, 
had they not feared the encroach- 
ments of civil power upon their re- 
ligious liberties. How well or ill 
gr rounded their fears were, must be 
left for the community, to judge. 

E. S. E. 








ADelections. 





Extract from the Address of Dr. 
Chalmers to the Inhabitants of 
Kilmany. 


**But danger presses on us in every di- 
rection; and in the work of dividing the 
word of truth, many, and very many, are 
the obstacles which lie in the way of our 
doing it rightly. When a minister gives 
his strength to one particular lesson, it 
often carries in it the appearance of his 
neglecting all the rest, and throwing into 
the back ground other lessons of equal 
importance. It might require the minis- 
trations of many years to do away this ap- 
pearance. Sure Iam, that [ despair of 
doing it away within the limits of this 
short address to any but yourselves. You 
know all that I have urged upon the 
ground of your acceptance with God; 
upon the freeness of that offer which is 
by Christ Jesus; upon the honest invita- 
tions which every where abound in the 
gospel, that all who will may take hold of 
it; upon the necessity of being found by 
God, not in your own righteousness, but 
in the righteousness which is of Christ; 
upon the helplessness of man, and how 
all the strugglings of his own unaided 
strength can never carry him to the 
Jength of a spiritual obedience; upon the 
darkness and enmity of his mind about the 
things of God, and how this can never be 
dissolved, till he who by nature stands 
afar off is brought near by the blood of 
the atonement, and he receives that re- 
pentance and that remission of sins, which 
Christ is exalted a prince and a Saviour 
to dispense to all who believe in him. 
These are offers and doctrines which 
might be addressed, and ought to be ad- 
dressed, immediately to all. But the call 
| have been urging upon you through the 
whole of this pamphlet, of ‘cease ye from 
your manifest transgressions,’ should be 
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addressed along with them. Now here 
lies the difficulty with many a sincere 
lover of the truth as it is in Jesus. He 
feels a backwardness in urging this call, 
lest it should somehow or other impair 
the freeness of the offer, or encroach 
upon the singleness of that which is stated 
to be our alone meritorious ground of ac- 
ceptance before God. In reply to this, 
let it be well observed, that though the 
offer be at all times free, it is not at all 
times listened to; and though the only 
ground of acceptance be that righteous- 
ness of Christ which is unto all them and 
upon all them that believe, yet some 
are in likelier circumstances for being 
brought to this beliefthan others. There 
is one class of hearers who are in a great- 
er state of readiness for being impressed 
by the gospel than another,—and I fear 
that all the use has not been made of this 
principle which scripture and experience 
warrant us todo. Every attempt to work 
man into a readiness for receiving the of- 
fer has been discouraged, as if it carried 
in ita reflection against the freeness of 
the offer itself. The obedient disciples 
of John were more prepared for the doc. 
trines of grace, than the careless hearers 
of this prophet; but their obedience did 
not confer any claim of merit upon them ; 
it only made them more disposed to re- 
ceive the good tidings of that salvation 
which was altogether of grace. A de- 
spiser of ordinances is put into a likelier 
situation for receiving the free offer of 
the gospel, by being prevailed upon to 
attend a church where this offer is urged 
upon his acceptance. His attendance does 
not impair the freeness of the offer. Yet 
where is the man so warped by a mis- 
leading speculation, as to deny that the 
doing of this previous to his union with 
Christ, and preparatory to that union, 
may be the very mean of the free offer 
being received. Again, it is the lesson 
both of experience and of the Bible, that 
the young are likelier subjects for reli- 
gious instruction than the old. The free 
offer may and ought to be addressed to 
both these classes; but generally speak- 
ing, it is in point of fact more productive 
of good when addressed to the first class 
than the second. And we do not say that 
youth confers any meritorious title to sal- 
vation, nor do we make any reflection on 
the freeness of the offer, when we urge 
it upon the young, lest they should get 
old, and it have less chance of being laid 
before them with acceptance. We make 
no reflection upon the offer as to its cha- 
racter of freeness, but we proceed upon 
the obvious fact, that, free as it is, it is not 
so readily listened to or laid hold of by 
the second class of hearers as by the first. 
And, lastly, when addressing sinners now, 
all of them might and ought to be plied 
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with the free offer of salvation at the very 
outset. But if it be true, that those of 
them who wilfully persist in those mis- 
doings, which they could give up on the 
inducement of a temporal reward, will 
not, in point of fact, be so impressed by 
the offer, or be so disposed to accept of 
it, as those whe (on the call of—‘ Flee 
from the coming wrath,’ and on being 
told, that unless they repent they shall 
perish; and on being made to know, what 
our Saviour made inquirers know at the 
very starting point of their progress as 
his disciples, that he who followeth after 
him must forsake all,) have begun to 
break off their sins, and to put the evil 
of their doings away from them; then we 
are not stripping the offer of its attribute 
of perfect freeness, but we are only doing 
what God in his wisdom did two thousand 
years ago; we are, under him, preparing 
souls for the reception of this offer, when, 
along with the business of proposing it, 
which we cannot do too early, we bring 
the urgency of an immediate call to bear 
on the children of iniquity, that they 
should cease to do evil, and learn to do 
well. 

“The publicans and harlots entered into 
the kingdom of God before the Pharisees, 
and yet the latter were free from the out- 
ward transgressions of the former. Now, 
the fear which restrains many from lifting 
the immediate call of—‘Cease ye from 
your transgressions,’ is, lest it should put 
those who obey the call into the state of 
Pharisees; and there is a secret, though 
not avowed, impression in their minds, 
that it were better for their hearers to 
remain in the state of publicans and har- 
lots, and in this state to have the offer of 
Christ and all his benefits set before them. 
But mark well, that it was not the publi- 
cans and harlots who persisted in their 
iniquities, but they who counted John to 
be a prophet, and in obedience to his call 
were putting their iniquities away from 
them, who had the advantage of the Pha- 
risees. None will surely say, that those 
of them who continued as they were, 
were put into a state of preparation for 
the Saviour by the preaching of John. 
Some will be afraid to say, that those of 
them who gave up their iniquities at the 
bidding of John were put into a state of 
preparation, lest it should encourage a 
pharisaical confidence in our own doings. 
But mark the distinction between these 
and the Pharisees: the Pharisees might 
be as free as the reforming publicans and 
harlots, of those visible transgressions 
which characterized them; but on this 
they rested their confidence, and put the 
offered Saviour away from them. The 
publicans and harlots, so far from resting 
their confidence on the degree of refor- 
mation which they had accomplished, 
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were prompted to this reformation by the 
hope of the coming Saviour. They con- 
nected with all their doings the expecta- 
tion of greater things. They waited for 
the kingdom of God that was at hand; 
and the preaching of John, under the in. 
fluence of which they had put away from 
them many of their misdeeds, could never 
lead them to stop short at this degree ot 
amendment, when the very same John 
told them of one who was to come after 
him, in comparison of whom he and all his 
sermons were as nothing. ‘The Saviour 
did come, and he said of those publicans 
and harlots who believed and repented a‘ 
the preaching of John, that they entered 
the kingdom of heaven before the Phari. 
sees. They had not earned that kingdom 
by their doings, but they were in a fitter 
and readier state for receiving the tidings 
of it. The gospel came to them on the 
footing of a free and unmerited offer; and 
on this footing it should be proposed to 
all. But itis not on this footing that it 
will be accepted by all. Not by men who, 
free from many glaring and visible iniqui- 
ties, rest on the decency of their own 
character ;—not by men who, deformed 
by these iniquities, still wilfully and ob- 
stinately persist in them; but by men 
who, earnest in their inquiries after sal- 
vation, and who, made to know, as they 
ought to be at the very outset of their in- 
quiries, that it is a salvation from sin as 
well as from punishment, have given up 
the practice of their outward iniquities. 
as the first fruit and evidence of their 
earnestness. 

‘‘ Let me, therefore, in addition to the 
lesson I have already urged upon you. 
warn you against a pharisaical confidence 
in your own doings. While, on the one 
hand, I tell you that none are truly seek- 
ing who have not begun to do; I, on the 
other hand, tell you, that none have truly 
found who have not taken up with Christ 
as the end of the law for righteousness 
Let Jesus Christ, the same to-day, yester. 
day, and for ever, be the end of your con 
versation. Never take rest till you have 
found it in him. You never will have 
a well-grounded comfort in your inter. 
course with God, till you have learned 
the way of going to the throne of his grace 
in fellowship with Christ as your appoint- 
ed mediator ;—you never will rejoice in 
hope of the coming glory till your peace 
be made with God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; you never will be sure of par- 
don, till you rest in the forgiveness of 
your sins as coming to you through the 
redemption which is in his blood. And 
what is more, addressing you as people 
who have received a practical impulse to 
the obedience of the commandments, ne- 
ver forget, that, while the reformation of 
your first and earliest stages in the Chris- 
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tian life went no farther than to the 
amendment of your more obvious and 
visible defieiencies, this reformation, to 
be completed, must bring the soul and 
spirit, as well as the body, under a sub- 
serviency to the glory of God; and it 
never can be completed but by the shed- 
ding abroad of that spirit which is daily 
poured on the daily prayers of believers ; 
and I call upon you always to look up to 
God through the channel of Christ’s ap- 
pointed mediatorship, that you may re- 
ceive through this same channel, a con- 
stant and ever increasing supply of the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost. 

{call upon you to be up and doing; 
but I call upon you, with the very same 
breath, not to rest satisfied with any dark, 
or doubtful, or confused notions about 
vour way of acceptance with God; and let 
it be your earnest and never-ceasing ob- 
ject to be found in that way. While you 
have the commandments and keep them, 
look at the same time for the promised 
manifestations. To be indifferent whe- 
ther you have aclear understanding of 
the righteousness of Christ, is the same 
as thinking it not worth your while to 
inquire into that which God thought it 
worth his while to give up his Son unto 
the death that he might accomplish. It 
is to affront God, by letting him speak 
while you refuse to listen or attend to 
him. Have a care, lest it be an insulting 
sentiment on your part, as to the worth 
of your polluted services, and that, sinful 
as they are, and defective as they are, 
they are good enough for God. Lean not 
on such a bruised reed; but let Christ, in 
all the perfection of that righteousness, 
which is unto all them and upon all them 
that believe, be the alone rock of your 
confidence. Your feet will never get on 
a sure place till they be established on 
that foundation than which there is no 
other; and to delay a single moment in 
your attempts to reach it, and to find rest 
upon it, after it is so broadly announced 
to you, is to incur the aggravated guilt of 
those who neglect the great salvation, 
and who make God a liar, by suspending 
their belief of that record which he hath 
given of his Son,—* And this is the record 
that God hath given us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son.’ ”’ 


Sketch of the Life of John Janeway. 


*O most delightful hour, by man 
Experienced here below! 

The hour which terminates his span, 
His folly and his wo. 

My home, henceforth, is in the skies; 
Farth, Sea, and sun, adieu ; 
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All heaven unfolded to my eyes, 
I have no sight for you.” CowPer. 





Among the numerous pleasing instances 
of the cheering power of religion on the 
mind, in a dying hour, few have equalled 
and perhaps none ever excelled the fol- 
lowing. 

John Janeway was born in Hertford. 
shire, in 1633. His parents were pious 
persons. Before he became acquainted 
with real religion, he appears to have 
possessed many amiable qualifications. 
He made a considerable progress in va- 
rious branches of literature; and at the 
age of seventeen was chosen to King’s 
College, Cambridge. 

When he was about eighteen, it pleas- 
ed the ever blessed God, to lead him to 
an acquaintance with those things which 
belonged to his everlasting peace. The 
change in his heart appears to have been 
gradual; and the conversation of a young 
man, in the same college, to have been 
one of the means employed for his con- 
version. At this time his views respect- 
ing some of his favourite studies chang- 
ed. He saw that astronomy surveyed but 
a mole-hill, compared with the glorious 
objects, which the gospel discovers. He 
pitied those who curiously inquire into 
every thing but the ‘ one thing needful;”’ 
and counted all things as dross and dung 
compared with Christ and him crucified. 
From this period of his life to its conclu- 
sion, he manifested the power of heart- 
felt religion ; the peace and satisfaction of 
his soul were discernible in his counte- 
nance; and his affections were set “on 
the things which are above.” 

As he himself enjoyed the comforts of 
the divine favour, he longed that others 
should partake of the same delights. In- 
fluenced by this desire, he wrote many 
affecting letters to different friends; re- 
commending their eternal interests to 
their care ; and directing them to Christ, 
the sinner’s refuge. With prayers and 
tears he sought the divine blessing on 
these attempts to lead others to that 
source of consolation, whence his com- 
forts flowed. In private conversation he 
pursued the same object; and his endea- 
vours among his own relations were very 
successful. In his own conduct he dis. 
played the lovely nature of real piety; 
and while he thus recommended the gos- 


| pel to men, prayer and communion with 


God were his delight. 

It was his custom to set apart a portion 
of his time daily for secret retirement 
and solemn meditation. This practice is 
warmly recommended in Mr. Baxter’s 
“‘Saint’s Everlasting Rest,” a book which 
he peculiarly prized. On one of these 


occasions a friend of his, unknown to him, 
happened to be in a situation where he 
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observed all that passed : and his remarks 
on what he saw are worthy of insertion. 
*Q what a spectacle did I see! surely, a 
man walking with God, conversing inti- 
mately with his Maker, and maintaining 
a holy familiarity with the great Jehovah. 
Methought I saw one talking with God. 
O! what a glorious sight it was; methinks 
I see him still; how sweetly did his face 
shine! O, with what a lovely countenance 
did he walk up and down, his lips going, 
his body oft reaching up, as if he would 
have taken his flight into heaven! His 
looks, and smiles, and every motion spake 
him to be upon the very confines of glory. 
0! had one but known what he was then 
feeding on! Surely, he had ‘meat to eat 
which the world knew not of! ” 

He was full of love to the souls of men; 
and often lamented that Christians, in their 
mutual converse, do no more to advance 
each other’s. spiritual welfare. He once 
sat silent and wrote down in short-hand, 
the discourse of some that professed to 
have a peculiar acquaintance with reli- 
sion, and afterwards read it to them; and 
asked them whether such conversation 
was such as they would be willing God 
should record.—* Oh, said he, to spend 
an hour or two together, and to hear 
scarcely a word for Christ, or that speaks 
peoples hearts in love with holiness! 
Where is our love to God and souls all 
this while? Where is our sense of the 
preciousness of time, of the greatness of 
our account? Should we talk thus, if we 
believed that we should hear of this again 
at the day of judgment? And do we not 
know that we must give an account of 
every idle word? Did saints in former 
times use their tongues to no better pur- 
pose? Would Enoch, David, or Paul, 
have talked thus? Is this the sweetest 
communion of saints upon earth? How 
shall we do to spend eternity in speaking 
the praises of God, if we cannot find mat- 
ter for an hour’s discourse ? 

“Poth not this speak aloud that our 
hearts are very empty of grace, and that 
we have little sense of spiritual and eter- 
nal concerns ?”’ 

He walked humbly with his God; and 
was favoured with so much of the divine 
presence, and with so bright a hope of 
glory, beyond the grave, that, in the midst 
of all worldly comforts, he longed for 
death; and the thoughts of the day of 
judgment made all his enjoyments sweet- 
er. He earnestly desired the coming of 
the Lord; and, when some persons were 
discoursing with him respecting that so- 
temn period, he smiled and expressed his 
jJelight in the thought of its approach. 

On an occasion, when “that day for 
which all other days were made,” was 
mentioned, he said, “ What if the day of 
judgement were to come, ag it will most 
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certainly come shortly? If I were sure 
the day of judgment were to begin with- 
in an hour, I should be glad with all my 
heart. If at this very instant I were 
to hear such thunderings and see such 
lightnings, as Israel did at Mount Sinai, 1 
am persuaded my very heart would leap 
for joy. Of this fam confident, through 
infinite mercy, that the meditation of 
that day hath ravished my soul, and the 
thought of its certainty and nearness is 
more refreshing to me than the comforts 
of the whole world. Surely nothing can 
more revive my spirits, than to behold the 
blessed Jesus, the joy and life, and beauty 
of my soul. I lately dreamed that the day 
of judgment was come. Methought J 
heard terrible thunder, and saw dreadful 
lightnings ; the foundations of the earth 
did shake, and the heavens were rolled 
together as a garment; yea, all things vi- 
sible were in a flame; methought I saw 
the graves opened, and the earth and sea 
giving up their dead; methought I saw 
millions of angels, and Christ coming in 
the clouds. Methought I beheld the An- 
cient of days sitting upon his throne, and 
all other thrones cast down. Methought 
I beheld him whose garments were white 
as snow, and the hair of his head like pure 
wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire, a fiery 
stream issued and came forth from bim; 
thousands of thousands ministered unto 
him; and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him; and the judgment was 
set, and the books were opened. O! with 
what an ecstasy of joy was I surprised! 
methought it was the most heart-raising 
sight that ever my eyes beheld: and then 
I cried out, ‘I have waited for thy salva- 
tion, O God!’ and so I mounted into the 
air, to meet my Lord in the clouds.” 

It was not long before his earnest de- 
sires for heavenly bliss were satisfied. 
When he was about twenty-two, the 
symptoms of a deep consumption appear- 
ed. Words can scarcely express the tri- 
umphant state of his mind, during a great 
part of his last sickness. His soul was fill- 
ed with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Often would he say, “ Oh, that I could 
but let you know what I now feel! Oh, 
that I could show you what I now see! O 
that I could express the thousandth part 
of that sweetness that I now find in Christ! 
you would all then think it well worth 
while to make it your business to be re- 
ligious. O, my dear friends, we little 
think what Christ is worth upon a death- 
bed. Iwould not fora world, nay, for 
millions of worlds, be now without Christ 
and a pardon. I would not fora world 
live any longer: the very thoughts of a 
possibility of recovery, make me even 
tremble.” 

A person who came to vi 
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pressed a hope that he might yet reco- | 


ver: “And do you think to please me 
(said he) by such discourse as this? No, 
friend, you are much mistaken in me, if 
vou think that the thoughts of life, and 
health, and the world, are pleasing to me. 
The world hath quite lost its excellency 
inmy judgment. O how poor and con- 


' temptible a thing is it in all its glory, 


compared with the glory of that invisible 
world, which I now live in sight of! And 
as for life, Christ is my life, health, and 
strength: and 1 know, [ shall have an- 
other kind of life, when I leave this. It 
would incomparably more please me, if 
you should say to me, you cannot possibly 
hold out long; before to-morrow you will 
be in eternity! I do so long to be with 
Christ, that I could be contented to be 
cut in pieces, and to be put to the most 
exquisite torments, so that | might but 
die, and be with Christ. O, how sweet is 
Jesus! ‘Come Lord Jesus, come quick- 
ly.’ Death, do thy worst! Death hath 
lost its terribleness. Death, it is nothing 
(through grace) to me. I canaseasily die | 
us shut my. eyes, or turn my head and 
sleep: Llong to be with Christ; I long to 
die.” 

On one occasion, when his mother and 
brothers were in the room with him, he 
earnestly besought his mother, not to at- 
tempt to hinder, by her prayers, his de- 
parture to eternal rest; and turning to his 
brothers, said, “I charge you all, do not 
pray for my life any more: you do me 
wrong, if you do. O that glory, the un- 
speakable glory that lL behold! My heart 
is full, my heart is full. Christ smiles, and 
[ cannot but smile: can you find in your 
heart to stop me, who am now going to 
the complete and eternal enjoyment of 
Christ? Would you keep me from my 
crown? The arms of my blessed Saviour 
are open to embrace me ; the angels stand 
ready to carry my soul into his bosom. O, 
did you but see what I see, you would all 
cry out with me, how long, dear Lord: 
come Lord Jesus, come quickly! Oh, 
why are his chariot wheels so long a 
coming ?” 

When a pious minister had been dis- 
coursing with him on the Saviour’s excel- 
lency, and the glory of the unseen world, 
he said, * Sir, 1 feel something of it; my 
heart is as full as it can hold in this lower 
state; I can hold no more here. O that 
1 could but let you know what I feel !” 

As he approached the end of his 
course, his mind was commonly filled with 


joy; yet even his happiness had some 


small intermissions; at such times, he 


- said, “hold out faith and patience; yeta 


little while, and your work will be done.” 
He used every evening to take his 
leave of his friends, hoping not to see 








them, till the morning of the resurrec- 
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tion; and he desired them to make sure 
of a comfortable meeting in a better 
world; and when he saw some of them 
weeping, desired them rather to rejoice 
than weep on his account. 

Not long before his departure to eter 
nal rest, one of his brothers while en- 
gaged in prayer with him, besought God 
to continue the happiness he enjoyed, so 
that he might go, as it were, from one 
heaven to another, and from imperfect joy 
to perfect glory. After this the comforts 
poured into his soul were so great, that 
words cannot express his blessedness, 
and the relation must fall far short of the 
reality.—He broke out in such words as 
these: *O, he is come! he iscome! O 
iow glorious is the blessed Jesus! How 
shall I speak the thousandth part of his 
praises! O for words, to set out a little of 
that excellency! But it is inexpressible ! 

“0, my friends, come look upon a 
dying man, and wonder; I myself cannot 
but wonder! Was there ever greater 
kindness ? were there ever such mani- 
festations of rich grace! O why me, Lord? 
why me? Sure this is akin to heaven ; 
and if I were never to enjoy any more 
than this, it were well worth all the tor 
ments that man or devils could invent, to 
come through even a hell to such tran- 
scendent joys as these. If this be dying, 
dying is sweet : let no true Christians eve: 
be atraid of dying. O death is sweet to 
me. This bed is soft. The smiles and 
visits of Christ, would turn heli into hea- 
ven. O that you did but see and feel what 
Ido! Come and behold a dying man more 
cheerful than ever you saw any healthful 
man in the midst of his sweetest enjoy- 
ments. OQ, sirs, worldly pleasures are piti- 
ful, poor, sorry things, compared with one 
glimpse of this glory, which shines so 
strongly into my soul! O why should any 
of you be so sad, when [ am so glad! 
This, this is the hour that I have waited 
for.” 

As joy was his portion, praise was his 
delight. When ministers or Christians 
came to him, he would beg them to spend 
all the time they passed with him in praise. 
“O, said he, help me to praise God, I 
have nothing else to do, from this time to 
eternity, but to praise and love God. I 
have what my soul desires upon earth; 
1 cannot tell what to pray for, but what I 
have graciously given. I want but one 
thing, and that is, a speedy lift to heaven 
I expect no. more here, I cannot desire 
more, I cannot bear more. OQ praise, 
praise, praise that infinite boundless !ove 
that hath, to a wonder, looked upon my 
soul, and done more for me than for thou- 
sands of his children. Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is within me bless 
his holy name. Help me, help me, O my 
friends, to praise and admire him that 
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hath done such astonishing wonders for 
my soul; he hath pardoned all my sins, 
he hath filled me with his goodness, he 
hath given me grace and glory, and no 
good thing hath he withheld from me.’ 

* Come, help me with praises, all is too 
little: come, help me, O ye glorious and 
mighty angels, who are so well skilled in 
this heavenly work of praise, Praise him, 
all ye creatures upon the earth, let every 
thing that hath being, help me to praise 
him. Hallelu): th, Hallelujah, Hallelujah ; 
praise is now my work, and [| shall be 
engaged in that sweet employment for 
ever.” 

On another occasion he uttered such 
words as these: ‘** Admire God for ever 
and ever, O ye redeemed ones, O those 
joys, the taste of which Lhave! The ever- 
lasting joys, which are at his right hand 
for evermore! Eternity, eternity itself is 
too short to praise this God in. O bless 
the Lord with me, come let us shout for 
yy; and boast in the God of our salvation. 

help me to praise the Lord, for his 
mercy endureth for ever.’ 

According to his desire, most of the 
time that was spent with him, was spent 
in praise; yet still he said, ‘* More praise 
still. O help me to praise him: I have 
now nothing else to do; I have done with 
prayer and all other ordinances; I have 
almost done conversing with mortals. I 
shall presently behold Christ himself that 
died for me, and loved me, and washed 
me in his blood.” 

“*] shall, before a few hours are over, 
be in eternity, singing the song of Moses, 
and the song of the Lamb. I shall pre- 
sently stand upon Mount Zion, with an 
innumerable company of angels, and the 
spirits of the just made pertect, and Je- 
sus the mediator of the new covenant. 
I shall hear the voice of much people, and 
be one amongst them, who shall say, Hal- 
lelujah, salvation, glory, honour, and pow- 
er, unto the Lord our God; and again, 
we shall say Hallelujah. And yeta little 
while, and I shall sing. unto the Lamb, a 
song of praise, saying, Worthy art thou to 
receive praise who wert slain, and hast 


redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of 


every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation,. and hast made us unto our 
God, king's and priests, and we shall reign 
W ith thee for ever and ever.’ 

‘‘ Methinks I stand, as it were, with one 
foot in heaven, and the other upon earth; 
methinks I hear the melody of heaven, 
and by faith [see the angels waiting to 
carry my soul to the bosom of Jesus, and 
I shall be for ever with the Lord in 
glory.’ 

A’ few hours before his death he called 
his relations together, and affectionately 
expressed his wishes for their eternal 
welfare: he concluded with saying, “ And 
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now, my dear mother, brethren and sis 
ters, farewell; I leave you fora while, 
and I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified.” 

« And now, dear Lord, my work is 
done. I have finished my course, I have 
fought the good fight; and henceforth 
there remaineth for me a crown of righte- 
ousness ! Now come dear Lord Jesus, 
come quickly.” 

At length his course was completed, 
and he perceived death approaching. His 
jaws quivered, his hards and feet grew 
cold as clay, and a cold sweat spread over 
him, but he was glad indeed when he 
found his spirit departing. He endured 
some severe pangs of dissolution, and 
then fell asleep in Jesus. He died in 
June, 1657, aged 22. His mortal remains 
rest, till the resurrection of the just, in 
Kilshall church, Hertfordshire. 

Pike’s Consolations. 


Extract from Bishop Porteus’ Poen 
on Death. 


“ At Thy good time 





Let death approach; I reck not :—let him i 


come 

In genuine form, not with thy vengeance 
armed, 

Too much for man to bear. 
lend 

Thy kindly aid to mitigate his stroke. 

Then shed thy comforts o’er me; then 

ut on 


The gentlest of thy looks; then deign to ro 


cheer 

My fainting heart with the consoling hope 

of Mercy, Mercy, at thy hands!—And 
Thou, 

Whom soft-eyed Pity once let down from 
Heaven 


To bleed for Man, to teach him how to | 


live, 

And, O, still harder lesson! how te die; 

Disdain not thou to smooth the restless 
bed 

Of sickness and of pain. Forgive the tear 

That feeble nature drops; calm all her 
fears ; 

Fix her firm trust on thy triumphant Cross, 

Wake all her hopes, and animate her 
Faith ; 

Till my rapt Soul, anticipating Heaven, 


O! rather | 
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Bursts from the thraldom of incumb’ring ~ 


clay, 
And, on the wing of ecstasy upborne, 
Springs into liberty, and light, and life,” 
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